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1. INTRODUCTION 

This Travel Report replaces the previous one, dated February 9, 2005. Changes have been made in sections 2, 3, 4, 6, and 8 of the report.

2. ATTENTION

Canadians should not travel to Afghanistan. Canadians in Afghanistan should leave. The threat to Canadians in Afghanistan is high. Terrorist attacks are not expected to diminish in the near future. Military and international police action in Afghanistan by coalition countries, including Canada, continues. Canada maintains a significant troop presence within the International Security and Assistance Force (ISAF), the NATO-led multinational force assisting Afghan authorities with security in Kabul and Afghanistan's northern provinces. Remnants of the former Taliban regime, the terrorist al-Qaeda network, and other terrorist groups remain active in various areas. There is little law and order other than that provided by international forces. Political arrangements in all areas are fragile. 

The security situation remains extremely volatile and unpredictable. There have been a number of attacks against the United Nations and other non-governmental organizations (NGOs), ISAF, coalition forces, and individuals, including the killing of three people in the suicide bombing of an Internet café and numerous kidnapping attempts in Kabul in May 2005; the killing of three aid workers in Baghlan Province in April 2005; the murder of a British citizen in Kabul in March 2005; the destruction of an Embassy of Canada vehicle with an improvised explosive device (IED) on Jalalabad Road in Kabul in March 2005; the kidnapping of three UN workers in October 2004; the deaths of three people in a suicide attack in downtown Kabul in October 2004; the car bombing of an international security firm in Kabul that caused eight deaths in August 2004; and the killing of five aid workers in a Taliban ambush in the northwest province of Badghis in June 2004. The threat to Westerners from terrorist and criminal violence, including kidnapping, remains high. Bombings have occurred in Kabul. Curfews are in effect in some areas. Millions of landmines throughout the countryside pose a threat. No area can be considered safe. Heightened tensions as a result of the upcoming parliamentary elections, together with increased threats globally from terrorism, put Canadians at greater risk.

Canadians contemplating travel despite these warnings are taking serious and unwarranted risks. Canadians, including Government of Canada employees, personnel of NGOs, aid workers, and journalists are strongly encouraged to register and consult with the Canadian Embassy in Kabul (see below), or Foreign Affairs Canada in Ottawa (see below) prior to travel. Canadians in Afghanistan should maintain a high level of personal security awareness at all times, exercise extreme caution, particularly in public areas frequented by foreigners (hotels, restaurants, shops and market place), avoid crowds and demonstrations, and monitor local developments closely. 

3. SAFETY AND SECURITY

There is a continuing threat of terrorist actions, including attacks using vehicles, improvised explosive devices and other forms of bombs. There have been numerous attacks on international organizations, international aid workers, journalists, foreign interests, and foreign nationals throughout the country. Foreigners have been killed, kidnapped, and/or held hostage. 

Crime is a serious concern. Foreigners have been victims of violent attacks, including armed robbery and rape. Do not display signs of affluence or carry large sums of money. 

Canadians in Afghanistan whose emergency contingency plan involves an evacuation to a third country by air or road are strongly advised to maintain a valid visa for that country.

4. LOCAL TRAVEL

Driving conditions are poor. Traffic laws are non-existent or not enforced. Women are frowned upon for driving vehicles. Overland travel outside Kabul is extremely dangerous. Military and police forces are limited in rural areas. Banditry by armed groups is common. Warlords control many areas. Road travel should be carefully planned and only undertaken with others. Do not travel after dark. Kabul airport is operational and is serviced by several international airlines. Afghan airspace is controlled by coalition forces.

We strongly advise against travel on flights operated by Kam Air or Ariana Afghan Airlines due to serious safety concerns. On February 3, 2005, a Kam Air Boeing 727-200 crashed during a snowstorm near Kabul, killing all 104 passengers and crew. 

5. NATURAL DISASTERS AND CLIMATE

Afghanistan is located in an active seismic zone. Canadians should know the address and telephone number of the Canadian Embassy in Kabul (see below), in the event of an emergency.

6. LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS

You are subject to local laws. A serious violation may lead to a jail or a death sentence. The jail sentence will be served in local prisons.

Canadians arrested or detained have the right to contact the responsible Canadian government office (embassy, high commission, etc.) listed below. Arresting officials have a responsibility to assist you in doing so. Canadian consular officials can provide a list of local lawyers upon request.

Homosexuality is illegal, as are extramarital affairs. Convicted offenders will be severely punished.

Islamic practices and beliefs are closely adhered to in the country's customs, laws, and regulations. Common sense and discretion should be exercised in dress and behaviour. Visitors should dress conservatively and respect religious and social traditions to avoid offending local sensitivities. Promoting any religion other than Islam is illegal and subject to severe punishment. During the lunar month of Ramadan, visitors should refrain from drinking, eating, and smoking in public between sunrise and sunset. Ramadan is expected to begin on or about October 04, 2005.

Photographing government buildings, military installations, and palaces is prohibited. Photographing coalition or ISAF patrols may result in the seizure of camera equipment and/or film. Request permission before taking photographs of local residents.

7. ASSISTANCE FOR CANADIANS ABROAD

Canadians in Afghanistan can obtain consular assistance and further information from the Canadian Embassy in Kabul at the following address:

Street No. 15, House No. 256, Wazir Akbar Khan, Kabul, Afghanistan (country code: 93/ tel.: 70-294-281 or 79-305-464; when calling from within Afghanistan dial (0)70-294-281, or (0)79-305-464)/ e-mail: canadakabul@yahoo.com). 

Canadians in Afghanistan should register with the Canadian Embassy in Kabul. Registration can be done on-line. To register on-line, please proceed to www.voyage.gc.ca/main/sos/rocapage-en.asp and complete all the required fields.

For emergency assistance after hours, call the Canadian Embassy in Kabul (see above). You may also make a collect call to the Department in Ottawa at 613-996-8885.

8. ENTRY/EXIT REQUIREMENTS

Permission to enter another country is the sole prerogative of that country. All countries have special requirements for persons intending to reside for extended periods (usually more than 90 days) or who plan to work, study, or engage in non-tourist activities. Contact the nearest diplomatic or consular office of the country or countries to be visited and obtain the specific requirements for entry. Conditions are subject to change.

Selling, altering, or allowing another person to use your passport is a criminal offence. It could lead to the laying of charges and imprisonment if convicted. It could also lead to the denial of future passport services.

A valid Canadian passport is required for Canadians intending to visit Afghanistan. Canadians must also be in possession of a visa before arrival.

Tourist Visa: Required
Business Visa: Required
Student Visa: Required

Special and diplomatic passport holders should verify visa requirements for this and other countries, as they may differ from those that apply to regular passport holders.

For further information, contact the Embassy of Afghanistan, 246 Queen Street, Suite 400, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5E4 (tel.: 613-563-4223/ 613-563-4265/ fax: 613-563-4962/ e-mail: contact@afghanemb-canada.net/ Web site: www.afghanemb-canada.net) or the Consulate in Toronto (416-385-1033).


9. MONEY

The currency is the afghani. The economy operates on a cash-only basis; credit cards are not accepted. U.S. dollars are accepted. There is one ATM in Kabul.

10. GENERAL INFORMATION

Afghanistan (capital: Kabul) is located in south-central Asia, bordered by Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, China, Pakistan, and Iran. The official languages are Pashtu and Dari. Basic infrastructure services such as electricity and telephones are minimal, even in urban areas. Food and water shortages are common. Accommodations are limited.

Radio Canada International (RCI) broadcasts on shortwave to Afghanistan. For a schedule of times and frequency of broadcasts, check the RCI Web site (www.rcinet.ca). You may also e-mail RCI at info@rcinet.ca or call 514-597-7500.

11. HEALTH CANADA'S TRAVEL MEDICINE PROGRAM

Health Canada and the World Health Organization report that the following diseases - among others - can occur in Afghanistan: cholera, hepatitis A, malaria, tuberculosis, and typhoid fever.

Canadians are advised to consult a physician or travel medicine specialist well in advance of travelling to determine health risks and necessary vaccinations. Important factors to be considered include the individual's state of health, current immunization status, and travel destination, as well as the local disease situation. Vaccinations and other special precautions may be required. For a list of travel medicine clinics, call Health Canada's Travel Medicine Program at 613-957-8739. Additional travel health information is available on Health Canada's Web site (www.TravelHealth.gc.ca).

Travellers should ensure that their routine (childhood) immunizations (eg. tetanus, diphtheria, polio, measles) are up-to-date. Yellow fever vaccination may be required to enter some countries. Based on the risk of exposure, vaccines for hepatitis A, typhoid fever, or other diseases may also be recommended. Several diseases occur globally. Sexually transmitted diseases(STDs), including HIV/AIDS and hepatitis B, occur throughout the world, and the traveller may be exposed to both viral and bacterial infection, particularly if engaging in unprotected sexual activity. Tuberculosis represents a significant risk at certain destinations. Influenza is also a concern, and immunization may be recommended depending on the destination and time of year. Rabies is found throughout the world and is uncontrolled in some areas; risk of exposure may be higher in remote areas. Traveller's diarrhea can be caused by viruses, bacteria, and parasites in contaminated food and water. Travellers are advised to ensure that food and drinking water are safe.

Infectious diseases not routinely seen in Canada occur and may even be widespread in other countries. Infections acquired abroad such as tuberculosis, diarrhea, STDs, among others, may be resistant to standard North American antibiotic regimens. Standards of medical care may differ from those in Canada. Treatment may be expensive and payment in advance required. Travellers are advised to arrange for medical insurance, including provision for emergency evacuation, prior to departure. Travellers should also carry their prescription medicine in the original container along with the prescription.

If you feel ill when you return to Canada, see a doctor as soon as possible. Inform the doctor - without being asked - where you have been. If you were ill while travelling, tell your doctor what your symptoms were and what treatment you received.

12. LOCAL HEALTH INFORMATION

The availability of medication and medical supplies and services is limited. Prescription medicine is not available; travellers should bring sufficient supplies for their length of stay.

13. RETURNING TO CANADA

Declare everything acquired abroad, whether purchases for yourself or gifts, as well as goods bought at a Canadian or foreign duty-free store. Keep original receipts. Certain items are restricted from entering Canada. If you are considering importing meat or dairy products, plants, weapons, vehicles, exotic animals or products made from their skins or feathers, contact your local Customs Border Services Office of the Canada Border Services Agency (www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca) or the Canada Firearms Centre (www.cfc.gc.ca) beforehand for guidance. The booklet I Declare (www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/E/pub/cp/rc4044/) describes what you can and cannot bring back to Canada if you have been away for less than a year.

14. INTERNATIONAL ADOPTIONS

Provincial and territorial authorities in Canada are responsible for authorizing international adoptions. If you are thinking of adopting a child from another country, you must first obtain information about the adoption regulations of the province or territory in which the child will reside. While adoption is a provincial/territorial responsibility, Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) is responsible for allowing an adopted child entry into Canada. Entry can be refused if the child does not hold the appropriate immigrant visa. A visa may be denied even if the adoption has already been completed. For more information contact CIC at 1 888 242-2100 (in Canada only), check the CIC Web site (www.cic.gc.ca), or contact your provincial or territorial government.


15. TRAVEL TIPS

You should:
a) carry a Canadian passport for all visits outside Canada;
b) keep a photocopy of your passport's identification page with you;
c) carry passports, tickets, and money separately;
d) keep valuables and passports safe and carry only enough money for anticipated expenses;
e) leave a copy of your itinerary and proof of citizenship with family and/or friends;
f) carry legally certified documentation signed by both parents permitting a child under 18 to travel alone or with an adult (i.e. a relative or teacher), or carry legally certified documentation from the absent parent if only one parent escorts the child, in addition to a copy of any separation or divorce decree or death certificate; and
g) not visit unknown or isolated areas without first obtaining information or assistance.

16. HEALTH AND TRAVEL INSURANCE

Do not rely on your provincial health plan to cover all expenses if you get sick or are injured while abroad. It may cover nothing or only a portion of the costs. Understand the terms of your supplementary insurance policy. Some credit cards offer their holders health and travel insurance. Do not assume the card alone provides adequate coverage. Carry details of your insurance with you. Also, tell your travel agent, a friend or relative at home, and your travelling companion how to contact your insurer. Get a detailed invoice from the doctor or hospital before you leave the country. Always submit original receipts for any medical services or prescriptions received abroad. Most insurance companies will not accept copies or faxes.

Cancelling a scheduled trip abroad could cost you money. Before cancelling a scheduled trip, you should discuss the matter with your travel agent, your travel insurer, or the airline. The decision to travel is the sole responsibility of the traveller.

NOTE: This is a formal notice issued by the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade of the Canadian government to advise Canadians not to travel to this country and depart. Further details are in the "ATTENTION" section above.

17. FOR MORE INFORMATION

The Consular Affairs Bureau of Foreign Affairs Canada provides: (a) Country Travel Reports (http://www.voyage.gc.ca/dest/ctry/reportpage-en.asp) detailing safety and security conditions, health advice, and entry requirements; (b) information on Current Issues (www.voyage.gc.ca/main/sos/ci/all-en.asp) highlighting current and ongoing situations around the world; (c) daily e-mail Travel Updates (www.voyage.gc.ca/dest/ctry/sub-en.asp) notifying you of changes to our Current Issues and Country Travel Reports; and (d) a series of free safe-travel publications (www.voyage.gc.ca/main/pubs_menu-en.asp) to help travellers prepare for a safe and problem-free journey.

For additional information, you may contact the Consular Affairs Bureau by telephone: 1 800 267-6788 or 613-944-6788; e-mail: voyage@international.gc.ca; Web site: http://www.voyage.gc.ca/dest/ctry/reportpage-en.asp; and TTY: 613-944-1310 or 1 800 394-3472 (in Canada and the U.S.). Specific information may also be obtained from a consular representative by contacting Canadian government offices abroad (www.voyage.gc.ca/main/foreign/fordest/foreign_view_client-en.asp).

18. ANNEX
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