                                                                                        Page: 1 of 3
                                                                                        Albania (May 1998 Addendum)

                                                                                        D.O.S. Profile of Asylum Claims

                                                                                        and Country Conditions 
                                                                                        PARDS Report-Specific Source

                                                                                        and Reliability Assessment


Albania – Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions
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May 1998 Addendum 
     [1] While conditions improved slowly over the last half of 1997 and opening months of 1998, Albania remains a stressed society, with pressures to emigrate intense. a
     [2] In a polarized political context the Socialist Party and its coalition partners have sought to rebuild, in many cases with foreign assistance, the governmental structures so badly damaged in early 1997.a They have a mixed record in retaining/firing supporters of the opposition Democratic Party.b There have been lapses, most notably the recent clumsy removal from office of the Chief Justice.c Tensions have occasionally erupted as in the September shooting of a Democratic Party deputy in parliament (immediately denounced by the authorities with the perpetrator imprisoned).d Berisha’s Democratic Party, for its part, has been obstructionist to the point of boycotting parliament for over 5 months, although now it participates in most parliamentary activity.e Applicants frequently and incorrectly seek to portray the new government as `Communist’ and desirous of persecuting political opponents.f While the settling of accounts persists, there is little evidence that individuals are targeted for mistreatment on political grounds.g Far more prevalent is organized and amateur crime, exacerbated by the widespread availability of firearms, high unemployment and poverty, and delays in reconstituting the police (and army) following their virtual collapse in 1997.h An upsurge of violence such as a flare-up in Shkodra earlier this year has been followed by concern over a possible spillover of the fighting in neighboring Kosovo (Serbia). i
     [3] Unlike the rest of the Balkans Albania is for the most part an ethnically homogenous and religiously tolerant society.a However, life is hard and often dangerous and emigration a frequent goal.b Observers note that many of those leaving appear to be motivated by economic considerations and/or desire for a better life.c The high incidence of documentary fraud, misrepresentation and people-smuggling often render adjudication difficult. d
     The views expressed in this report are those of the U.S. Department of State, and its authors, not PARDS. A copy of this report is provided as a courtesy to our clients: immigration attorneys, current applicants, and those contemplating filing for political asylum in the United States. Readers are encouraged to obtain a copy of the PARDS critique of the Department of State’s Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, International Religious Freedom Reports, Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Reports, and Issue Paper Report series from our web page: http://www.pards.org/profilecrtitique.doc. We welcome your questions, comments and requests. 

NOTE: The text of this report was drawn from the Department of State’s original version, font enlarged for ease of review and the paragraphs numbered for ease of reference. Those Department of State reports for which a comprehensive source and statement-by-statement PARDS Critique and Reliability Assessment have been prepared contain an alphabetic superscript at the end of each sentence. To order a report-specific PARDS Critique and Reliability Assessment, email your request to politicalasylum@gmail.com or call us at 1(609) 497 – 7663. 
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PARDS Report-Specific Source
and Report Reliability Assessment
To order a comprehensive source evaluation and overall reliability assessment of the Albania (May 1998 Addendum) Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Report, and/or benefit from the assistance of an internationally known and respected, country-specific expert, call PARDS.
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