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                                                                               Afghanistan (June 10, 2005)

                                                                               Travel Advisory (DO NOT TRAVEL)
                                                                               Australian Government


Travel Advisory: Afghanistan

Australian Government

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Wednesday, 06 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Friday, 10 June 2005, 16:48:35, AEST. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on safety and security. The overall level of the advice has not changed. 

Australians should defer all travel to Afghanistan. Australians already in Afghanistan should consider leaving unless they have compelling reasons to stay. The risk of terrorist attacks is high. 

The security situation in Afghanistan remains extremely dangerous, as underscored by recent bombings and a number of kidnapping attempts of foreign nationals since April 2005. 

Australians in Afghanistan are strongly urged to register with the Australian High Commission in Pakistan via the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade on-line registration service. Australians should also register online with the Canadian Embassy in Kabul which provides consular assistance to Australians in Afghanistan. 

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Australians should defer all travel to Afghanistan. Australians already in Afghanistan should consider leaving unless they have compelling reasons to stay. 

The United States-led international coalition has been conducting a military campaign in Afghanistan since October 2001 against al-Qaeda and Taliban operatives. The security situation throughout Afghanistan remains extremely dangerous and the threat to Westerners from terrorist and criminal violence, including bombings and kidnappings, continues. Since April 2005 there have been a number of kidnapping attempts against foreign nationals. On 16 May 2005 an Italian aid worker was abducted from her car in Kabul. Westerners, including employees of non-government organisations (NGOs) and international organisations, may be targeted for violence, as underscored by the fatal shooting in March 2005 of a UK national employed by the World Bank as a project director. The United Nations has suspended road missions in many parts of the country. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

Groups seeking to destabilise the Afghanistan Transitional Government have undertaken terrorist acts against members of the government. Violent incidents aimed at disrupting the parliamentary elections scheduled for September are expected and may escalate after the election period. During the election period in 2004 there were numerous incidents of election-related violence across the country. 

The security situation is particularly volatile outside of Kabul. Warlords control many areas and overland travel can be very risky. There is the added danger that some Taliban and al-Qaeda fighters remain in parts of the country thereby creating a significant security risk. 

Demonstrations occur throughout Afghanistan and have turned violent in the past. 

Personal Security 

The country is not safe for tourism. Travel by road in Afghanistan should only be conducted in a protected convoy and with reputable local guides. Travel outside Kabul should only be to properly secured workplaces. Permanent armed protection should be considered, though even these precautions cannot guarantee personal safety. Car-jacking is also a problem. 

Banditry in rural areas by armed groups is common. Unexploded landmines are prevalent throughout the country. 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and US Dollars cash. There are very few Automatic Teller Machines (ATMs) in Afghanistan. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash on their person for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

Afghanistan is in an active seismic zone and is subject to earthquakes. In the event of a natural disaster local authorities will provide advice. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. 

There are strong Islamic codes of dress and behaviour in Afghanistan and care should be taken to avoid giving rise to offence. 

Regulations governing the import of prohibited items into Afghanistan are strictly enforced. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of Afghanistan, well in advance of travel. 

If travel is via Pakistan, travellers should obtain a multiple entry visa for Pakistan if they intend returning to Australia via Pakistan, otherwise it will be necessary to obtain another entry visa from the Pakistani embassy in Kabul which may result in delays to travel plans. 

Health Issues 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australia does not have an Embassy or Consulate in Afghanistan. Australians may obtain consular assistance from and should register with the nearest Australian High Commission. This is in Pakistan: 

Australian High Commission 
Constitution Avenue and Ispahani Road 
Diplomatic Enclave No. 1 
Sector G-5/4 
Islamabad 
Telephone (92 51) 282 4345 
Facsimile (92 51) 282 0112 
E-mail consular.islm@dfat.gov.au 

Australians in Afghanistan are strongly urged to register with the Australian High Commission in Pakistan via the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. Australians should also register online with the Canadian Embassy in Kabul which provides consular assistance to Australians in Afghanistan. 

Australians in Afghanistan should ensure they contact the Australian High Commission in Islamabad well in advance of their passports expiring or running out of visa pages due to difficulties in renewing passports from Afghanistan. 

By agreement between the Canadian and Australian governments, the local Canadian Embassy provides consular assistance to Australians in Afghanistan. This service does not include the issue of Australian passports. The address is: 

Canadian Embassy 
Street No. 15, House No. 256 
Wazir Akbar Khan 
Kabul, Afghanistan 
Tel: 93 7029 4281 or 7930 5464 
(when calling from within Afghanistan dial (0) 7029 4281 or (0) 7930 5464 
E-mail: canadakabul@yahoo.com) 
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