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                                                                                                    Ecuador (May 4, 2005)

                                                                                                    Travel Advisory

                                                                                                    Government of Australia


Travel Advisory: Ecuador

Government of Australia

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Monday, 11 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Wednesday, 04 May 2005, 15:05:20, AEST. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on Safety and Security issues. The overall level of the advice has not changed. 

Australians in Ecuador are advised to exercise caution and monitor developments that might affect their safety. As you would in Australia, use common sense and be alert to suspicious activities. Be aware of concern about the security environment because of a risk of terrorism and civil unrest. You should be vigilant and watch the media for information about possible new safety or security threats. 

Australians should avoid travel to the northeast region of Ecuador and hiking to the antennas of Volcan Pichincha via Cruz Loma, west of Quito. 

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

There is a general threat from locally-motivated terrorism. Commercial and public areas, as well as buildings and symbols associated with the government of Ecuador are potential targets. 

Australians should avoid travel to the northeast border regions of Ecuador. Colombian terrorist and organised crime groups are active in Carchi, Orellana, Sucumbios and Napo provinces in northeast Ecuador, bordering Colombia and Peru. A number of foreign workers have been kidnapped and in August 2003 one foreigner, reported kidnapped in December 2002, was found dead. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

Recent violent anti-government protests and demonstrations, largely centred in Quito, have abated and the situation is improved. However, the potential for further demonstrations remains. 

Public demonstrations and large public gatherings occur throughout Ecuador and may turn violent. 

Personal Security 

Violent crime, such as murder, kidnapping and armed assault, is on the increase in Ecuador, particularly in Guayas province, Guayaquil, Quito and Cuenca. This risk is heightened when travelling alone or at night. Following attacks on female tourists Australians should avoid hiking to the antennas of Volcan Pichincha via Cruz Loma, west of Quito. 

Assaults and armed robberies continue to be reported regularly on urban Guayaquil buses and long distance and international buses, especially after dark. The routes between Guayaquil and Cuenca and between Guayaquil and Riobamba have been affected more than other interprovincial routes. Muggings and incidences of sexual assault are also on the increase. There have been recent cases where individuals have been drugged and subsequently mugged in Ecuador after accepting offers of food (including chewing gum), 'perfume' (aerosol), cigarettes or drinks. 

There have been reports of river tour boats being held up by armed robbers who have stolen all valuables and left tourists and locals stranded on the banks of the river without transport. There have been several reports of armed robberies of jungle lodges in the areas of Lower Rio Napo and Cuyabeno National Reserve. 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and cash. Australians should consult their automatic teller machine (ATM) card provider for information about overseas services and availability. Not all overseas ATMs accept Australian cards. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

Unexploded and unmarked minefields are a danger in the Cordillera del Condor region of the Ecuador/Peru border. In particular, Australians should exercise caution in Zamora-Chinchipe, Morona-Santiago and El Oro provinces when travelling off-road. 

The safety standards Australians might expect of tour operators are not always met, including those operating in the Galapagos Islands. Written confirmation should be obtained from the travel agent or tour operator that their vessel is certified by the Ecuadorian navy to meet the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) Convention standards. 

In the event of a natural disaster, Australians should follow the advice of the local authorities. Ecuador is located in an active seismic zone and is subject to volcanic eruptions. There are several active volcanoes in Ecuador, three of which have erupted recently: Guagua Pichincha (11km west of Quito), Tungurahua (120km south of Quito - overlooking the town of Banos) and El Reventador (95km northeast of Quito). 

Heavy rain frequently results in landslides and mudslides. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. Penalties for drug offences are severe and include imprisonment. 

Curfews may be imposed. Australians should carry identification at all times. Individuals, including foreigners, unable to provide proof of identity to the authorities may be detained and imprisoned. 

Children (under 18) travelling to Ecuador alone or with one parent/guardian should possess a letter of consent for travel signed by both parents as well as the child's birth certificate, translated into Spanish and certified by the Ecuadorian embassy or consulate in Australia. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of Ecuador, well in advance of travel. 

Australians travelling to Ecuador through the United States of America (USA), including those in transit in Honolulu or other USA points of entry, should be aware of the need to meet USA entry/transit requirements. Travellers to Ecuador are therefore recommended to check their visa needs well in advance of travel with the nearest American Embassy or Consulate. This advice should be read in conjunction with our travel advice for the USA. 

Health Issues 

The altitude in Quito (2800 metres) can cause problems for travellers who suffer from lung, heart or chest problems. 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australia does not have an Embassy or Consulate in Ecuador. Australians may obtain consular assistance from and should register with the nearest Australian Embassy. This is in Chile at: 

Australian Embassy 
Isidora Goyenechea 3621 
13th Floor, Tower B 
Las Condes 
Santiago de Chile CHILE 
Telephone: (56 2) 550 3500 
Facsimile: (56 2) 331 5960 
Email: consular.santiago@dfat.gov.au 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

By agreement between the Canadian and Australian governments, the local Canadian Embassy provides consular assistance to Australians in Ecuador. The address is: 

Canadian Embassy 
2816 Avenida 6 de Diciembre and Paul Rivet 
Edificio Josueth Gonzalez 
4th Floor 
Quito, ECUADOR 
Telephone (593 2) 250 6162 or 223 2114 
Fax (593 2) 250 3108 

This service does not include the issue of Australian passports. 

Australians may also obtain limited consular assistance from: 

Australian Honorary Consul 
Guayaquil, ECUADOR 
Telephone (593 4) 209 8801 
Mobile Phone (593) 9940 7010 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305. 
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