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                                                                                                    Iran (June 21, 2005)

                                                                                                    Travel Advisory

                                                                                                    Government of Australia


Travel Advisory: Iran

Government of Australia

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade  

This Advice is current for Wednesday, 06 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Tuesday, 21 June 2005, 16:32:50, AEST. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new safety and security information. The overall level of the advice has not changed.

Australians in Iran are advised to exercise extreme caution. There are ongoing tensions in the Middle East and the risk of terrorist attacks against Western interests in Iran remains. Acts of political violence occur, including bomb attacks against Iranian government establishments. Further attacks may occur in the lead up to the run-off for the Presidential elections expected to take place on 24 June 2005. 

Australians should avoid travel to the area between Kerman and Bam and the regions bordering Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iraq due to the ongoing confrontation between government forces and Iranian opposition groups.

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Australians in Iran are advised to exercise extreme caution. There are ongoing tensions in the Middle East and the risk of terrorist attacks against Western interests in Iran remains. Violent incidents over the past two years targeting the British embassy compound underline the potential for Western interests in Iran to be targeted with violence. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

Australians should avoid all travel to the area of Kerman Province between the cities of Kerman and Bam and the regions of Khorasan and Sistan va Baluchestan Provinces bordering Afghanistan and Pakistan. Violent clashes between security forces and drug traffickers often occur in these eastern border regions. Foreigners have been kidnapped by drug traffickers in the area, most recently in December 2003. Travel at night is particularly hazardous. 

Australians should avoid travel to areas near the border between Iran and Iraq in Ilam Province and Khorramshahr in Khozestan Province, due to the ongoing confrontation between government forces and Iranian opposition groups based in Iraq. 

Acts of political violence can occur, particularly in the capital, Tehran. In June 2005, bomb attacks occurred in a number of cities in Iran, including Tehran, several of which were aimed at government buildings. Further attacks may occur in the lead up to the run-off for the Presidential elections expected to take place on 24 June 2005. Bomb attacks have, to date, not been aimed at foreigners, but have resulted in civilian casualties. 

Large gatherings or demonstrations have turned violent in the past. 

Personal Security 

Tourists have been robbed by bogus plain clothes policemen performing drug and counterfeit currency searches and demanding identification for examination. 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and cash. 

Australians should ensure they have sufficient cash, in the form of US dollars (notes should be post-1996) or Euros to cover all expenses for their duration of their stay. There are no Cirrus or Maestro ATMs in Iran. Except for a few major hotels, credit cards are not accepted in Iran and it is often difficult to cash travellers’ cheques. 

Travellers should secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

You are required by law to report a lost or stolen passport as soon as possible. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, report it online or contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. As of 1 July 2005, you need to pay an additional fee to have it replaced. In some cases, the Government may restrict the length of validity or type of replacement document. Your passport is a valuable document that is attractive to people who may try to use your identity to commit crimes. It should always be kept in a safe place. 

Local Conditions 

Reports indicate that the runway at the new Imam Khomeni International Airport in Tehran may not yet be suitable for use. Until the situation is clarified, staff at the Australian Embassy in Tehran have been advised to only use the existing (Mehrabad) airport. 

There are serious safety concerns about Russian built aircraft on many of Iran's domestic air services 

Iran is in an active seismic zone and experiences frequent earthquakes, including several major earthquakes in recent years. In the event of a natural disaster local authorities will provide advice. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. 

Penalties for importing and possessing drugs are severe and include the death penalty. 

Failure to declare foreign currency taken into Iran may result in undeclared foreign exchange being confiscated on departure. 

Iran is an Islamic theocracy with strict codes of dress and conduct. Travellers should at all times respect religious and cultural sensitivities. Where a relationship, according to Islamic definition, cannot be demonstrated, close contact between unmarried men and women (especially non-Muslims and Muslims) is prohibited. The penalties for breaching these laws are severe. The dress code is enforced at all times, including sports activities. 

The importation of all alcohol, pork products and short wave radios as well as printed and recorded (videos, CDs, cassettes) and Western material (including that of a religious nature) is considered culturally sensitive and is strictly prohibited. 

Photography near military or government buildings and installations is strictly prohobited. 

Iran does not recognise dual nationality. This may limit the ability of the Australian Government to provide consular assistance to Australian/Iranian dual nationals who are arrested or detained. Australian/Iranian dual national males who have not completed military service may be prohibited from leaving Iran. Dual national females may require the permission of their husband or a senior male relative to leave Iran. 

Iranian immigration officials may confiscate foreign passports of dual nationals. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Iranian Embassy or Consulate, well in advance of travel. 

Health Issues 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australians may obtain consular assistance from and should register with the: 

Australian Embassy 
No.13, 23rd Street 
Khalid Islambuli Avenue 
Tehran, Iran 
Telephone (98 21) 872 4456 
Facsimile (98 21) 872 0484 
Website http://www.iran.embassy.gov.au 

The working week is from Sunday to Thursday, in accordance with local practice. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305. 
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