                                                                                    Page: 5 of 5
                                                                                    South Africa (November 18, 2004)

                                                                                    Travel Advisory

                                                                                    Australian Government


Travel Advisory: South Africa
Australian Government

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

The Advice was issued on Thursday, 18 November 2004, 11:37:01, AEDT. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on Safety and Security, Entry and Exit Requirements, Consular Assistance and Registration and Health issues. The overall level of the advice has not changed.

Australians in South Africa should be alert to their own security. As you would in Australia, use common sense and be alert to suspicious activities.

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Personal Security 

The South African Government is actively tackling criminal activity and protection of tourists is a high priority. However, the risk of violent crime (including robbery and armed assault) remains high throughout the country and car-jackings, muggings, theft and pickpocketing are common. The security risk is heightened at night and during weekends in the major city areas and surrounding townships. Theft from hotel rooms is a problem. 

There are reported incidents, of murder, carjacking, rape and robbery, involving foreign tourists, especially those travelling in small groups on South Africa's roads. Police patrols have been increased, but isolated picnic spots remain dangerous. 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers cheques and US dollars cash. Australians should consult their automatic teller machine (ATM) card provider for information about overseas services and availability. Not all overseas ATMs accept Australian cards. There are numerous ATM locations in the major cities of South Africa, but fewer in regional and rural areas. There is also a high incidence of credit card fraud and fraud involving ATMs. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Displaying jewellery, mobile phones and video cameras can make travellers potential targets for thieves and car-jackers. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Commercial fraud scams are common in South Africa. Victims of this type of fraud are advised not to travel to South Africa given the risk of physical assault from the perpetrators of such crimes. Report any fraud incidents to the Commercial Crimes Unit of the South African Police Service in Johannesburg, telephone 27 11 970 5300. 

Local Conditions 

Road conditions in the urban areas of South Africa are good. Driving in the rural areas can be hazardous due to inadequate street lighting, roaming animals and poor driving standards. Traffic accidents are common. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. Penalties for drug offences in South Africa are severe and include imprisonment. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest High Commission, Embassy or Consulate of South Africa, well in advance of travel. 

Australians who are also nationals of South Africa should be aware that the South African Government has recently enacted legislation which makes it illegal for any adult who holds South African citizenship to enter or depart the country using a non-South African passport. There is a possibility that dual nationals travelling on a non-South African passport may be turned away from border points. Australians who also hold South African nationality should ensure they have a valid South African passport, and that they travel on it when entering and leaving South Africa. 

Australian travellers to South Africa are normally issued with a 90-day entry permit upon arrival. If staying longer than 90 days, an application must be made before the expiry of the entry permit to the Department of Home Affairs for an extension of stay. Overstaying an entry permit, will result in detention, pending a court hearing, a fine and/or deportation at the travellers own expense. 

Travellers arriving in South Africa are required to have a passport valid for no less than 30 days after the expiry of their intended stay and one blank page (other than the official observation page) on which their entry permit can be endorsed. Bearers of passports who do not comply with this requirement can either be stopped from boarding the aircraft, or risk deportation on arrival in South Africa. 

Health Issues 

Private medical facilities in the urban areas of South Africa are good but are more basic in the rural areas. In remote areas, air evacuation is sometimes the only option for medical emergencies. 

HIV/AIDS is endemic in South Africa and malaria is prevalent in Mpumalanga and KwaZulu Natal. For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

For information on prevalent diseases, especially malaria, and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, a travel clinic or the World Health Organization website at http://www.who.int/ith/ . Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure available on the department's website at http://www.smartraveller.gov.au/tips/travelwell.html . 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australians travelling to South Africa should register and can obtain consular assistance from the Australian High Commission at: 

Australian High Commission 
292 Orient Street 
Arcadia 
Pretoria, South Africa 
Telephone (27 12) 342 3740 
Facsimile (27 12) 342 8442 

The Australian High Commission has in the past maintained a Consulate in Durban which closed on 7 November 2004. After this date, all enquiries should be directed to the High Commission in Pretoria. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service, accessible via the internet, at http://www.orao.dfat.gov.au . The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

Australians planning travel and those overseas are encouraged to monitor our travel advice updates, including through use of our free subscription service, at smartraveller.gov.au. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305.
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