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	Bolivia 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary, Political Situation and Local Travel sections. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· Unpredictable bouts of social unrest, common in Bolivia, can affect main tourist areas, national and international travel.
· Tensions could mount in the run up to and after general elections on 18 December 2005. You should carefully consider your movements over this period. There will be Government-imposed restrictions on transport on the day of the elections, but international flights and connecting flights will be exempt. Restrictions on the sale and consumption of alcohol come into force at midnight Thursday 15 December 2005 and last until midday on Monday 19 December 2005 (12 hours after the day of the elections). . Keep away from demonstrations and respect roadblocks. You should register with the British Embassy.
· Be aware of the dangers of altitude sickness especially in the highlands.
· Most visits to Bolivia are trouble-free. However, there have been a number of recent violent crimes against foreigners.
· The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. Some activities, such as mountain biking, are classified hazardous and may be excluded from personal policies. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read "Security and General Tips" and "Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas" pages of the FCO website for further information and advice.

Crime

Bolivia is generally safe. But you should always be careful. We are aware of a number of recent cases of "express kidnappings", where tourists are kidnapped for money.

 
In August 2005, two foreign tourists were robbed and killed in an area west of La Paz bordering Peru. In January 2005, a British tourist visiting Rio Pirai in Santa Cruz was shot in the foot after pursuing robbers. In October 2004, three British tourists were held up by masked gunmen and robbed while returning on a tourist bus with other foreign tourists, after having visited Chacaltaya, a former ski resort close to the capital city, La Paz.

 

Petty criminals sometimes use aggressive tactics against foreigners, including slashing bags and pockets, and partially strangling victims to disable them. Pickpockets are a common danger, especially on buses and in crowded areas such as the bus station in La Paz and the surrounding tourist areas. Many thieves work in teams to distract their victims and are quick and effective once they have a target in view. There have also been reports of more sophisticated robberies by criminals posing as police officers. Ask to see identification and only agree to a luggage check at a police station or visible public location.

 

You should always keep your passport, air ticket and other valuable items in a safe location. You should also keep a copy of your passport, in case you lose the original to facilitate a more rapid replacement.

 
Political Situation
 
Bolivia is South America’s poorest country. It is rich in natural resources but lacks the infrastructure to take full advantage of its natural wealth. For many people daily life is a constant struggle. Social protest is the traditional way of gaining government attention to address local, regional and national issues of concern. Protest can take the form of roadblocks, strikes and mass marches. In October 2003, mass demonstrations brought down the President and his government after fatal clashes between protesters and the forces of law and order. In June 2005 widespread protests forced the President to resign. Eduardo Rodriguez Veltze was sworn in as Constitutional President on 9 June 2005 with a mandate to hold elections within 6 months. General elections are scheduled for 18 December 2005, and a new government is due to take office on 22 January 2006.

 

Local Travel
 
No internal public transport, either by air or by road, will be available on the day of the general elections (18 December 2005), and only a few vehicles with special permits from the electoral court will be allowed to circulate on the day. No other vehicles (including taxis) will be permitted on the roads. International flights and connecting flights will be exempt, and the airlines will be responsible for transporting passengers to and from the airport. There will also be government-imposed restrictions on the sale and consumption of alcohol from midnight Thursday 15 December 2005 until midday on Monday 19 December 2005(12 hours after the day of the elections). 

 

You should note that tensions within the country could mount in the run up to and after the elections while the votes are counted. You should carefully consider your movements on the day.

 

Strikes, demonstrations and roadblocks are a common form of exerting pressure on the government and these actions can seriously affect national and international travel. 

 

You should avoid demonstrations and not attempt to pass through or go around roadblocks. You should maintain contact with your airline/tour operator before travelling. If in the country, you should monitor the local media. You should register with the British Embassy on arrival.

 

The Rainy Season runs from November to March; landslides in mountainous areas and impassable roads are a regular occurrence at that time.

 

Road Safety

Traffic is usually light, both on the main highways and unpaved roads. But there is little control of vehicle road-worthiness and serious accidents do occur on the main tourist routes. Some of Bolivia’s principal roads are paved, but of variable quality. Most roads are unpaved rough tracks, which are graded from time to time. 4-wheel drive vehicles are often the best form of transport, especially during the rainy season which can make roads completely impassable for days. Broken-down vehicles with no warning lights are a frequent hazard on roads at night. In the main cities, taxis are plentiful and cheap. But they are also mechanically precarious and rarely have seat belts. Hire cars are available, but you will need an international driving licence.

You can take boat trips on Lake Titicaca but you should be aware that the craft are often very basic.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Bolivia is the world’s third largest producer of cocaine. In their efforts to control the production, the government have harsh penalties for those caught trafficking or in possession. You should therefore be very careful with your luggage and belongings and avoid any contact with prohibited drugs. You should be careful especially when carrying cameras or binoculars when travelling off the beaten track, particularly in coca-growing areas such as the Chapare and the Yungas. You should also check before taking photographs of the local population.

 

Homosexuality is not illegal, but is frowned upon by the majority of Bolivians, more so in the Altiplano than in Santa Cruz, where attitudes tend to be more liberal.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
As a British visitor to Bolivia, you do not need a visa providing your stay is for 90 days or less. If you want to stay longer you should seek advice from the Bolivian Consulate at: Bolivian representation in the UK. Long-stay travellers should report on arrival in Bolivia to the Department of Immigration office in La Paz at Avenida Camacho No. 1468 to obtain the necessary endorsement in their passport.

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that Bolivian authorities require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country.  For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact the Bolivian Embassy in London: Bolivian representation in the UK.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that comprehensive medical and travel insurance is obtained before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. Some activities, such as mountain biking, are classified as hazardous and may be excluded in personal insurance policies.

 

The altitude in La Paz (3800+ metres) and other parts of Bolivia, where altitudes are even greater, can cause problems associated with altitude sickness. You should consult a doctor before travelling if you suffer from diabetes, heart, or chest complaints. You should avoid alcohol before and shortly after arrival. You should also drink plenty of bottled water.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health's website at: www.dh.gov.uk.

 

NATURAL DISASTERS
 
Floods and landslides, especially in mountainous areas, are a regular feature of the Bolivian rainy season, which runs from November to March. Roads are frequently impassable for days at a time.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

As a foreigner, while travelling in Bolivia you are required to carry some form of identity to produce on request to Bolivian authorities such as the police. You can carry photocopies of the relevant passport pages, keeping your passport in a safe location. Should you lose your passport or other documents, the Consular Section of the British Embassy will do their best to help you with replacements. For this reason, you are strongly advised to keep separately a photocopy of your passport and register with the British Embassy on arrival.

 

Banking facilities are good in all of the main Bolivian cities. You can access your money via ATMs, which cater for Visa, Cirrus, and Mastercard.

OTHER
Bolivia Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
Avenida Arce No.2732
Casilla (PO Box) 694
La Paz 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(591) (2) 2433424




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(591) (2) 2431073 




	
	Email: 
	 
	ppa@megalink.com Embassy 
dfid@zuper.net DFID 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon–Thurs: 1230–1630 and 1730-2100
Fri: 1230–1730

Local Time:
Mon-Thurs: 0830-1230 and 1330-1700
Fri: 0830-1330


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britishembassy.gov.uk/bolivia 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Bolivia 
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