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	British Virgin Islands 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary and Natural Disasters. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· The British Virgin Islands is a British Overseas Territory. There is no formal British diplomatic or consular representation.
· The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets including places frequented by foreigners.
· The British Virgin Islands (BVI) is susceptible to hurricanes, floodings and earthquakes.
· The crime rate is low, but you should take sensible precautions against petty crime.
· Ensure your safety at sea and on the roads.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
The threat from terrorism is low. But, you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read Security and General Tips & Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas) pages on the FCO website for further information and advice.

 

Crime
 
Although the crime rate is very low, you should take sensible precautions against petty crime. Avoid carrying large amounts of cash and use hotel safety deposit facilities to safeguard valuables and travel documents. Never leave anything valuable unattended on the beach.

 

Local Travel
 
There are regular ferry services between Tortola and its sister islands of Virgin Gorda and Jost Van Dyke, and also to the US Virgin Islands.

 

Road Safety
 
Driving conditions can be hazardous, due to steep and narrow mountain roads, and poor driving standards.

 

Self-drive cars can be hired locally; a temporary driving permit or a local driving licence is required before driving. Cars are left-hand drive, and vehicles drive on the left as in the UK. Standard taxi fares exist for most destinations, but it is sensible to clarify the fare with the driver beforehand.

 

Sea Safety
 
The majority of visitors to the BVI find themselves participating in some form of watersports activity during their stay. The rate of accidents in and on the water is very low, but they do occur. Take care not to over-exert yourself, particularly if you are unaccustomed to swimming in the open sea or are unfit. Many accidents involve the consumption of alcohol to some degree. Fear and dehydration exaggerate the effects of alcohol, so care should be taken if you, or someone you know, have been drinking. Virgin Islands Search and Rescue (VISAR) respond to emergencies at sea.
LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
You should not have any involvement with illegal drugs, including marijuana. Possession of even small quantities of illegal drugs can lead to large fines or imprisonment. Drug trafficking is a serious offence. Pack all luggage yourself and do not carry items that do not belong to you.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British Nationals (BNs) do not need visas to visit the BVI. It is normal practice for BVI Immigration to issue one month entry stamps to visiting BNs upon arrival, after which they may apply for an extension for up to 6 months. Visitors may be required to provide evidence (e.g. an onward ticket) of their plans to leave the BVI at the end of their stay.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. This should cover repatriation costs to the USA and medical treatment while there.

 

There is only one hospital in the BVI and medical facilities are limited. Complex medical problems are frequently referred to hospitals in the US Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, or the mainland USA. The US visa waiver scheme does not apply to one-off charter flights. Special arrangements have to be made for any non-US visa holder who is medically evacuated by charter flight.

 

The dengue mosquito is found in BVI, and you should take normal precautions against mosquito bites.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at www.dh.gov.uk
 

NATURAL DISASTERS
 
The hurricane season runs from June to November, but tropical storms can develop throughout the year. Several hurricanes have hit, or passed close to the BVI in recent years. Please check: National Hurricane Centre for more details. Consult your tour operator and/or local hotel for further advice.

 

The BVI has experienced several minor earthquakes in recent years.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

The Governor’s Office will assist British nationals in genuine emergencies wherever possible, but does not provide the full spectrum of consular services offered by British Diplomatic or Consular missions.

 

All passport enquiries should be made to the BVI Passport Office. Applications for replacement British passports are processed by the British High Commission, Bridgetown, Barbados through the BVI Passport Office. The turnaround time for applications is about three weeks.

 

There is a 15 US Dollars departure tax and 5 US Dollars security charge (per person) payable on leaving the BVI by air, and a 5 US Dollar security charge (per person) payable on leaving the BVI by sea.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	Governor's Office, 
PO Box 702, 
Waterfront Drive, 
Road Town, 
Tortola. 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	00 (1) 284 494 2345 / 2370




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	00 (1) 284 494 4490 




	
	Email: 
	 
	bvigovernor@gov.vg 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	Mon-Fri: 1230-2030 GMT
Mon-Fri: 0830-1630 Local Time 


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.bvi.gov.vg 
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