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	Brunei 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Health section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· You should not become involved with drugs of any kind: possession of even very small quantities can lead to imprisonment or the death penalty.
· The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the risk of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be aimed against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. There have been serious attacks in other parts of South East Asia. In neighbouring Indonesia, Westerners were deliberately targeted in terrorist attacks in Bali (October 2002) and Jakarta (August 2003 and September 2004).

Please read Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas for further information and advice.

Crime

Crime levels are low in Brunei, but there are occasional incidents of petty crime against tourists. You should:

· take particular care of your passport; 

· when going out avoid carrying valuables with you; 

· not leave possessions in unattended vehicles, even if out of sight in a locked boot. 

Road Safety

If you are involved in a road accident as a driver, you should not leave the scene until the police have attended.

A foreign driving licence can be used in Brunei as long as it is endorsed by the Brunei Land Transport Department in the Ministry of Communications. Alternatively you may use an International Driving Licence.

Trekking

It is easy to get lost when visiting the rainforest. You should use recognised and well-known guides, and be sure to stay on the footpaths.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Brunei is a Muslim country and, as such, you should respect local social conventions. You should dress modestly, especially in or near places of worship.


Possession of pornographic material is illegal.

Homosexual activity is illegal.

Any public criticism of His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzadin Waddaulah or other members of the Bruneian Royal Family is strongly discouraged.

Drugs

There are severe penalties for all drug offences in Brunei including, in some cases, the death penalty. The legal system in Brunei is partly based on Sharia law and can, in certain circumstances, apply to non-Muslims including visitors.

Alcohol

The sale of alcohol in Brunei is prohibited. Non-Muslims may import duty free, two bottles of wine or spirits and twelve cans of beer on every entry into Brunei, but must declare them to Customs on arrival. Keep the Customs slip in case of inspection.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British passport holders do not require a visa to enter Brunei as tourists for stays of up to 30 days, penalties may be imposed on visitors who overstay. Visas for longer stays or for non-tourist purposes must be obtained from the nearest Brunei diplomatic mission before travel. The address of the High Commission of Brunei Darussalam in the UK is: Brunei representation in the UK
 

You will normally be refused entry to Brunei if your passport has less than six months’ remaining validity.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. They may want to see birth certificates, a letter of consent from the other parent or some evidence as to your responsibility for the child. Bruneian authorities do not normally require such evidence, but if you have any concerns please check with: Brunei representation in the UK
HEALTH
We strongly advise that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance

Avian Influenza

There have been no reported cases of Bird Flu (also known as Avian Influenza) in Brunei during the current series of outbreaks. But The World Health Organisation has confirmed cases elsewhere in the region.

 

If you are travelling to Brunei, you should consult your usual healthcare provider for travel medical advice before departure. The risk from Avian Influenza is believed to be very low, provided you avoid visiting live animal markets, poultry farms and other places where you may come into close contact with domestic, caged or wild birds; ensure poultry and egg dishes are thoroughly cooked.

 

The continuing series of outbreaks of Avian Influenza, which started in South East Asia at the end of 2003, have led to a number of human deaths (in Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia and Cambodia). The World Health Organisation (WHO) has warned of the possibility that the Avian Influenza outbreaks could lead at some point to a human flu pandemic. British nationals living longer-term in an Avian-Influenza affected region should take personal responsibility for their own safety in the event of a future pandemic, including considering their access to adequate healthcare and ensuring travel documents are up-to-date.

 

You should read this advice in conjunction with: Avian and Pandemic Influenza Factsheet, which gives more detailed advice and information.

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: http://www.dh.gov.uk.


Dengue Fever

A number of cases of Dengue Fever were reported in Brunei in October 2005. Dengue is a mosquito-borne infection found in tropical and sub-tropical regions around the world, predominantly in urban and semi-urban areas (though some of the cases were in Temburong district). It is a severe, flu-like illness but seldom causes death.

There is currently no vaccine to prevent infection. You should take normal precautions against mosquitoes.

For more information on the disease, please consult the World Health Organisation's Dengue fact sheet at the following website: http://www.who.int/topics/en/.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

Money

Credit cards are accepted at most major establishments. Travellers’ cheques can be cashed at banks or major hotels. Singapore Dollars may also be used in Brunei and are of the same value as the Brunei Dollar. Most other major currencies are convertible at banks, hotels or official moneychangers.

Departure Tax

A Departure Tax of 12 Brunei Dollars (about £4) is payable for most departing passengers from Brunei. This is payable in local currency, in cash, at the airport check-in desk.

Registration

If you plan to stay for an extended period in Brunei you are strongly advised to register with the British High Commission in Bandar Seri Begawan upon arrival. This can be done electronically via the High Commission website (see below).
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British High Commission
2.01, 2nd Floor, Block D
Kompleks Yayasan Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Bandar Seri Begawan BS 8711
Brunei Darussalam
Postal address:
PO Box 2197
Bandar Seri Begawan BS8674
Brunei Darussalam 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(673) (2) 222231/223121 Switchboard 

(673) (2) 226001 Consular/Visa 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(673) (2) 234315 




	
	Email: 
	 
	brithc@brunet.bn 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon-Thurs: 0030-0445 / 0600-0900
Fri: 0030-0530

Local Time:
Mon-Thurs: 0830-1245 / 1400-1700
Fri: 0830-1330


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britishhighcommission.gov.uk/brunei 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Brunei 
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