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	Chile 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with an amendment to the Political Situation section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· Pickpocketing, other thefts and muggings are increasingly common.
· Minefields are located in regions I, II and XII. We recommend checking with the local authorities before travelling to the border areas of these regions.
· We strongly recommend that comprehensive travel and medical insurance is obtained before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. There are occasional acts of low level domestic terrorism by left wing groups, such as the exploding of noise bombs, but these have not been directed against foreigners. Please read: Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas for further information and advice.

Crime

Pickpocketing, other thefts and muggings are increasingly common throughout Chile, particularly around well-known tourist sites and bus stations. You are therefore advised to take great care with your belongings, keep in groups and not walk alone late at night. There have been increased reports of people being given ‘spiked’ drinks in nightclubs and bars, particularly in the Suecia and Bellavista areas of Santiago. These can have the effect of causing short-term amnesia, leaving the victim open to theft or worse.

You are advised to leave your passport and larger amounts of money in a safe place and to carry a photocopy of the details page of your passport.

Political Situation

Chile is a politically stable multi-party democracy. There are no current, active threats to this political stability. The second round of Presidential elections is scheduled for Sunday 15 January 2006. The first round in December 2005, passed off peacefully. Some transport services may be disrupted and access to other public services (e.g. the police) may be more difficult than usual during the election process.

The Police occasionally use tear gas and water cannon against demonstrations, which take place from time to time. You are advised to avoid becoming involved in such incidents.

Local Travel

Chile has a small but significant landmine problem. Mine accidents mainly affect livestock and represent only a slight risk to travellers. In 2001, there were three civilian injuries and one military fatality caused by landmine accidents. Of the three civilians, two were attempting illegal entry into Chile and one had wandered into a military training area. The military fatality occurred during a military exercise. Minefields are located primarily in border areas adjacent to Peru and Bolivia in the extreme north of Chile Regions I and II, and Argentina in the south in Region XII. Although most minefields are clearly marked, some signs and fences have been subjected to the effects of weather or vandalism and may be hard to recognise, particularly in the north of the country. Minefields are, in some cases, laid right up to the edge of highways. You should also be aware that there are mined areas in six government-protected wilderness areas in Regions I, II and XII. Although neither Park Rangers nor visitors have ever been injured or killed by landmines, you are advised to check with local authorities before travelling to Regions I, II and XII, stick to clearly marked roads and observe all warnings signs.

If you wish to go exploring or mountaineering, we strongly recommend that you notify the local authorities of your intended expedition before you set off. For further information on mountaineering you should contact the Federación de Andinismo de Chile, at Almirante Simpson 77, Santiago, Chile. Tel: (56 2) 2220888. For any other type of exploring, we advise that you contact: Chilean Representation in the UK to see if any permits are required. There are good rescue facilities in Chile. They may charge you for the service provided.

Road Safety

Car hire is possible throughout Chile and the most well known firms are represented. You are advised to take out adequate insurance including for windscreen damage, which can be expensive. You will require a valid international driving licence or new European format driving licence (bearing a photograph).

Main roads in Chile are paved. However, you may wish to consider a four-wheel drive vehicle for driving in the countryside. Chile contains a complete range of driving conditions, from snow and ice to hot sandy deserts. Road tolls are increasingly common.

Sea Safety

Travel on ferries and cruises within Chilean waters is generally considered safe, though you are advised to take care on local ferries where standards might not be up to British ones.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Chileans are fairly conservative, but the dress code is quite relaxed, similar to the UK.

 

The consumption and possession of drugs is illegal.

 

Homosexuality is legal in Chile. It is increasingly widely accepted socially, although much of Chilean society is quite conservative.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
If you are a British passport holder visiting Chile for less than 90 days, you do not require a visa. If you wish to stay longer, you should consult the nearest Chilean Embassy. 

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that Chile requires notarised documentary evidence of parental or judicial authority to enable a child to leave Chile either alone, accompanied by one parent or accompanied by a third party. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact: Chilean Representation in the UK
 

Once in Chile, if you decide to stay for 90 days or more, you should approach the Chilean Immigration Department located in Agustinas 1235, Santiago. Tel: 56 2 550 2400.

HEALTH
There are good health facilities in Santiago and the major cities, but private clinics/hospitals are expensive. Air pollution in Santiago during winter (June-September) is a major problem. You may therefore suffer from eye irritation and respiratory problems.

There are sporadic cases of cholera outside Santiago. Typhoid and hepatitis are fairly common, especially during the warm season, which lasts from December to March in Central Chile.

We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance.

For further information on health and vaccinations, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk

NATURAL DISASTERS

Chile is in a high-risk zone for earthquakes. A powerful 7.9 magnitude earthquake struck northern Chile on 14 June 2005, causing 11 deaths and cuts in power and communication for several days. The last major earthquake was in Santiago in March 1985. Some of the older constructions were severely damaged, and 177 deaths were recorded.

A serious earthquake is always a possibility; however, building regulations require new structures to take account of seismic risks. Safety measures are widely known and put into practice by national organisations and local authorities.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

If you are a British national staying in Chile other than as a tourist, you are advised to register with the Consular Section of the British Embassy, Santiago.

ATMs are widely available. Be aware that your debit/credit card company will charge you for using an ATM overseas.

Credit cards (Visa, Mastercard and, to a lesser extent, American Express) are accepted in most large shops and hotels. Dollar travellers’ cheques are more widely accepted than travellers’ cheques in other currencies. It is possible to transfer money from the UK to Chile through Western Union.

OTHER
Chile Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
Avda. El Bosque Norte 0125
Las Condes
Santiago


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(56) (2) 370 4100




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(56) (2) 370 4180 Commercial 

(56) (2)370 4170 Consulate 

(56) (2) 370 4160 Management 

(56) (2) 370 4140 Chancery 

(56) (2) 335 5988 Information 

(56) (2) 235 7375 British Council 




	
	Email: 
	 
	chancery.santiago@fco.gov.uk 
commercial.santiago@fco.gov.uk 
consular.santiago@fco.gov.uk 
defence.santiago@fco.gov.uk 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
(Oct-Mar) Mon-Thurs: 1200-2030
Fri: 1200-1600
(Mar-Oct) Mon-Thurs: 1300-2130
Fri: 1300-1700

Local Time:
(Oct-Mar) Mon-Thurs: 0800-1630
Fri: 0800-1200
(Mar-Oct) Mon-Thurs: 0900-1730
Fri: 0900-1300 


	
	Website: 
	 
	www.britishembassy.gov.uk/chile 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Chile 
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