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	Finland 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· Finland shares with the rest of Europe a threat from international terrorism. Attacks could be indiscriminate and against civilian targets.
· Finland can be affected by severe cold weather in the winter months, particularly in the North. You should be prepared for harsh conditions and if driving in the winter months cars should be winterised.
· Most visits to Finland are trouble-free.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
Finland shares with the rest of Europe a threat from international terrorism. Attacks could be indiscriminate and against civilian targets. Please read Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas for further information and advice.

 
Crime
 
Crime levels remain relatively low. The tourist season attracts pickpockets in crowded areas. You should observe sensible precautions such as keeping your personal belongings, including passports and money, secure.

 

Local Travel
 
The public transport infrastructure is of a very high standard and very punctual. You can buy a variety of bus, train, tram and metro tickets at stations (bus, train, tram and metro), news kiosks and shops all over the country. Helsinki City Transport offers a service that allows you to order a text message ticket to your mobile phone.

 

Within the Helsinki city area you can rent city bicycles in the summer (available for a token fee). Better quality bicycles are available for hire from other outlets.

 

Road Safety
 
Driving in Finland during the winter months can be hazardous. Icy road conditions are common. If driving in Finland, your car must be winterised and winter/snow tyres (either studded or non-studded) are a legal requirement from 1 December to 31 March. The local transport system is good and traffic is light.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
There are no unusual local laws. As in the UK, Finns take drug offences seriously and you can expect a prison sentence. Drinking and driving is also a serious offence and you can expect a lengthy prison sentence. The drink drive limit in Finland is 50 milligrams of alcohol in 100 millilitres of blood (lower than the UK). Khat is illegal in Finland and those who try to import it are summarily deported.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Visas are not required to enter Finland. As a British national, you can stay as a visitor for three months. After that, you should contact the local Finnish Police for a residence permit.

You should be in possession of a valid passport; there is no minimum validity required. For further advice on requirements, please contact the Finnish representation to the UK.

If you lose your passport in Finland, you should contact the British Embassy in Helsinki (contact details below).

HEALTH
The local health system is generally good though, as with the NHS, there are occasional problems over access to or speed of treatment. You should obtain a European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) before leaving the UK. The EHIC replaces Form E111, which still remains valid until the end of 2005. The EHIC is available free of charge through most United Kingdom post offices or through the UK Department of Health via their website at: http://www.dh.gov.uk or by telephoning 0800 555 7777 and obtaining their leaflet "Health Advice for Travellers". The E111 form/EHIC is not a substitute for medical and travel insurance, but entitles you to emergency medical treatment on the same terms as Finnish nationals. You will not be covered for medical repatriation, on-going medical treatment or treatment of a non-urgent nature.

 

We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance.

 

There are about 20-40 cases of tick-borne encephalitis, mostly in the Åland Islands. Immunisation is an option.

 

The telephone number for emergencies is 112.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: http://www.dh.gov.uk.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

Remember the currency for Finland is the Euro.

 

Finland, and in particular the north of the country, does get affected by severe cold weather during the winter months. Temperatures can be extremely low and if you visit in winter you should come prepared for these harsh conditions. The spring and summer months can be very pleasant and temperatures are generally on a par with the UK.

 

Information on the EU can be found at: Travelling and Living in the EU (pdf) and Britain and the European Union.
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Finland Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
Itäinen Puistotie 17 
00140 Helsinki 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	+358 (0)9 2286 5100

+358 (0)9 2286 5210

+358 (0)9 2286 5216




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(358) (09) 2286 5262 General 

(358) (09) 2286 5284 Chancery Section 

(358) (09) 2286 5272 Management 

+358 (0)9 2286 5262 Consular and Visa 




	
	Email: 
	 
	info@britishembassy.fi (Information) 
commercial.helsinki@fco.gov.uk (Commercial enquiries) 
consular.section.helsinki@fco.gov.uk (Consular and Passport enquiries) 
visa.mail.helsinki@fco.gov.uk (Visa enquiries) 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	Mon-Fri: 09.00-17.00
Summer hours: 21 June-20 August: 08.30-15.00
Consular and Visa Section: Mon-Fri: 09.00-12.00 – telephone only

For emergencies outside normal opening hours, please call:
+358(0)500 817 242


	
	Website: 
	 
	www.britishembassy.fi 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Finland 
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