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This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary, Health and General Sections. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· The Government of Ghana lifted the state of emergency in the Tamale municipality and Yendi District of the Northern Region of Ghana in July last year, which had been in effect for two and a half years following an outbreak of inter-ethnic fighting at Yendi. However, if you are considering travelling to the Northern Region, you should remain alert to the potential for new outbreaks of fighting. We recommend you keep in touch with daily developments through the local media.
· Violent crime can occur at any time. While most visits to Ghana are trouble-free, you are advised to exercise a high level of vigilance in public areas, and when travelling by road.
· You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read “Security and General Tips” and “Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas” pages for information and advice.

Crime

Most visits to Ghana are trouble-free, provided sensible precautions are taken. But there are incidents of crime, particularly in and around Accra and the other main urban areas. You should avoid carrying large sums of money or valuables and be very wary when drawing cash from any of the cash points in central Accra. You should exercise vigilance, particularly after dark. If possible, we recommend that you avoid travelling alone in taxis after dark. There have been reported incidents of fraud involving the misuse of credit cards. There are also incidents of cars being followed by stolen taxis or other vehicles in an attempt to stop and rob them.

Thefts of both luggage and travel documents occur at Kotoka International Airport, Accra. You should ensure your documents are kept secure at all times (particularly when leaving the airport) and that your baggage is never left unattended.

You should also be wary of all offers of unsolicited assistance at the airport unless from uniformed porters or officials.  All permanent staff at the airport wear a current ID card bearing their name and photograph. ID cards without a photograph are not valid.

There have been attacks against ships in and around Accra's waters.  Mariners are advised to be vigilant and take appropriate precautions.

Political Situation

Presidential and parliamentary elections were held in Ghana on 7 December 2004. The ruling New Patriotic Party (NPP) won 128 out of 230 seats in Parliament and President Kufuor (NPP) won the Presidential election in the first round polling 52.45% of the vote.

Local Travel

The Government of Ghana lifted the state of emergency in the Tamale municipality and Yendi District of the Northern Region of Ghana in July last year, which had been in effect for two and a half years following an outbreak of inter-ethnic fighting at Yendi. However, if you are considering travelling to the Northern Region, you should remain alert to the potential for new outbreaks of fighting. We recommend you keep in touch with daily developments through the local media.

There are occasionally outbreaks of localised civil unrest and violence, which can occur with little notice throughout the country for example over land disputes.

Road Safety

Roads are mainly in a poor condition, particularly in rural areas. Road travel can be extremely hazardous due to poor or non-existent street lighting. We recommend you avoid travelling by road outside the main towns after dark, when the risk of accidents and robbery is greater. Safety standards on small private buses and taxis are often low and would not meet UK standards.

Air Safety

Charter flight services continue to operate from the UK to Ghana. When making travel plans you should take care to ensure that the travel company and airline are able to provide the services booked, or offer appropriate alternative arrangements in case of problems.

The service provided by some regional air carriers is reported to be unreliable (Ghana Airways is not operating at present). Flights can be overbooked. Airlines have altered scheduled stops and cancelled or postponed flights at short notice. You may experience unexpected delays even after checking in. We recommend that you reconfirm your seats according to your airline’s instructions and have the seat reconfirmation stamped on your ticket. You should arrive at the airport at least two hours before the scheduled departure times.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
The Ghanaian Legal system is very much based on the British system. Visitors and foreign residents must respect the laws of the land; otherwise you can expect to be dealt with in the same way as a Ghanaian citizen would.

 

Drugs are a growing problem in Ghana and the authorities are determined to tackle and control the problem. Penalties for drugs related offences are severe. There is no Prisoner Transfer Agreement between Ghana and the UK, so any sentence imposed would be spent in Ghana.

 

Ghana is a conservative and deeply religious country. Although modern and progressive attitudes also prevail, respect must be shown for traditional values and morals. Beachwear should be confined to the beach, and wearing immodest clothing in public is likely to cause offence or attract unwanted attention. The wearing of military apparel such as camouflage clothing by civilians is prohibited.

 

Homosexuality in Ghana is illegal. Although there is a small gay community, there is no "scene" and a large portion of Ghanaian society does not accept that such activity exists.

 

Photography near sensitive sites such as military installations or the airport is strictly prohibited. Such sites may not be clearly marked and the application of restrictions is open to interpretation. Photographers should ask permission if they want to take a photograph of a building where there are guards on duty outside. Where there are not, unless there are notices forbidding photography, there should not be a problem, but caution should be exercised. Permission should also be sought from people if you wish to take their photograph (a small tip or "dash" may be required!). But beware of self-appointed officials trying to charge fees for tourists to take pictures of well-known sites of interest.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British passport holders require a visa to enter Ghana. You can apply for a visa and obtain advice on entry requirements from the Ghanaian representation in the UK. Passports should be valid for at least six months when submitted to the Ghanaian authorities for a visa.  Overstaying without the proper authority is a serious matter and you could be held in detention or refused permission to leave the country until a fine is paid.

You may be asked to produce a yellow fever vaccination certificate on arrival in the country.

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact the Ghanaian representation in the UK.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance.

Medical facilities and communications are poor outside urban areas.  Emergency facilities are extremely limited. For serious medical treatment, medical evacuation would be necessary.

Waterborne diseases and malaria are prevalent. HIV/AIDS prevalence is around 4%. During the rainy season (May-July and September-October), there are seasonal outbreaks of cholera. Current outbreaks are occurring in parts of Accra and Kumasi. Be careful of personal hygiene and avoid food and drink from sources that you are unsure of.

You are advised to seek medical advice before travelling and to ensure that all appropriate vaccinations are up to date. For further information, visit the Department of Health’s website at www.dh.gov.uk or contact your GP.

If visiting any of the beaches along the southern coast of Ghana, you should be aware that swimming can be dangerous due to riptides.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas please see: What We Can Do To Help.

If you are coming to Ghana to work in a volunteer programme or for work experience you must be fully aware of the terms and conditions of stay and be sure that you will be working for a reputable organisation before you commit yourself to travel.

On the whole Ghanaians are very welcoming and friendly toward foreign visitors. Visitors may be besieged with insistent offers of help, friendship guidance etc. or may be left alone to do their own thing. It is wise to be aware of, and cope with both scenarios. Be friendly but firm if you are not happy with arrangements or any situation you find yourself in. British nationals planning to stay in Ghana for six months or longer should register with the British High Commission.

Ghana does now recognise dual nationality. In order for Ghanaian/British Nationals to avoid visas fees, they should register with the Interior Ministry in Ghana and be issued with a Dual Nationality card. Production of this card at point of entry into Ghana will indicate that a visa and the corresponding fee are not required.  British/Ghanaian Nationals who find themselves in difficulties in Ghana will be offered the full range of consular services available at the British High Commission. However, our ability to assist may be limited by the Ghanaian authorities who may insist that the Ghanaian nationality takes precedence in certain circumstances.

Accra is a passport issuing post. Full and emergency passport issuing facilities are available. It should be noted that passports cost more overseas than they do in the UK.

In large urban areas such as Accra and Kumasi, ATMs are commonplace and will accept most UK cash cards – but not Switch. Credit cards are accepted at many hotels guesthouses and some shops, but credit card fraud is commonplace and you should exercise caution when using them. Travellers' Cheques can be exchanged in large hotels, banks and Forex bureaux.

Visitors do not need to carry their passports around with them at all times. It is wise to have a photocopy of your passport in case of loss. Passports should be kept in a safe place where you are staying or working. If driving, your driving licence should be carried at all times.

It is wise to reconfirm your flights even if you have been told by your Travel Agent/Airline that this is not necessary.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British High Commission
Osu Link
off Gamel Abdul Nasser Avenue
PO Box 296
Accra 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(00) (233) (21) 221665

(00) (233) (21) 7010650

(00) (233) (21) 7010721 Visa section 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(00) (233) (21) 7010655 

(00) (233) (21) 221715 Visa Section 




	
	Email: 
	 
	high.commission.accra@fco.gov.uk 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	Main Office:
Monday to Thursday 07:45 - 15:45 hours
Friday: 07:45 - 13:45 hours


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britishhighcommission.gov.uk/ghana 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Ghana 
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