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	Kiribati 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary, Health and General sections. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· The British High Commission in Tarawa is now closed. There is no longer any consular representation in Kiribati. Consular matters are covered by the British High Commission in Fiji.
· There is some petty theft and you should take care with personal possessions. But most visits are trouble-free.
· Women travelling on their own should exercise caution, particularly at night.
· Swimming in south Tarawa Lagoon is not advisable due to pollution; extreme caution is recommended on ocean-side reefs.
· The threat from terrorism in Kiribati is low but you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before leaving UK.  You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY

Terrorism

 

The threat from terrorism is low but you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read: "Security and General Tips" and "Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas" pages of the FCO website for further information and advice.

 

Crime

 

Incidents of petty theft occur. Women travelling on their own should exercise caution to ensure their safety, particularly at night. British visitors to Butaritari should take particular care in view of a violent clash early in November 2004 between villagers on the island in which one person was killed. Law and order has been restored though local tensions are believed to remain high.

 

Road Safety

 

Visitors to Tarawa may hire a motorcar using a full, clean British Driving Licence. Intending residents should present their UK licence through their employer to obtain a Kiribati driving licence.

 

Driving standards are reasonable but buses can be dangerously overloaded at times. Exercise caution and do not board if you think this is the case. Services are frequent on Tarawa until about 2100 hours.

 

Sea Safety

 

You should not swim in the lagoon in south Tarawa as it is highly polluted. You should also exercise extreme caution when swimming in the sea around Kiribati, as there are very strong rip tides along the coast and reef area. Suitable safety equipment should be worn at all times during boating trips. Squalls can occur at very short notice. A number of people have drowned in recent years.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Possession or trafficking in narcotics is a serious offence under the Kiribati penal code and prison sentences may be heavy.

 

Homosexual relations are illegal.

 

Local laws forbid nudity and scant swimming costumes.

 

Kiribati operates a strict quarantine regime for the import of food, plants and animal (including fish) products, carriage of which should be declared by visitors on arrival. Further information on restricted or prohibited imports can be obtained from :-

 

Biosecurity Services

SPC-Plant Protection Service

Private Mail Bag

Suva, Fiji Islands.

Tel: (679) 3370 733

Fax: (679) 3370 021

Email: pps@spc.int

Website: http://www.spc.int/pps/
 

On departure, (prior to any transit of Australia or New Zealand) you should be aware that some local handicrafts (including straw products and shells) may be subject to strict Australian/NZ import regulations. Phyto-sanitary Certificates should be obtained when items are purchased in Kiribati. Items should be declared but may nevertheless be confiscated by the Authorities concerned. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Tourist/visitor entry visas are not required from British passport holders provided you hold a return/onward ticket and sufficient funds for the intended visit. UK passport holders will normally be granted a one month stay which can be extended, on application to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Immigration in Bairiki, for additional one month periods for a maximum three additional months, provided the passport remains valid. British passport holders arriving for employment must obtain a visa in advance by arrangement with the prospective employer.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before leaving UK. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. Your policy must cover emergency air evacuation to Fiji/Australia/NZ by air ambulance, as necessary. Hospital facilities at the general hospital in Tarawa are modest and elsewhere generally consist of island clinics staffed by nurse practitioners.

 

You should use only bottled water. Avoid eating local shellfish or lagoon fish on Tarawa.

 

Dengue fever is prevalent. It is a mosquito-borne infection found in tropical and sub-tropical regions around the world. Symptoms are a severe flu-like illness, but infection is seldom fatal. There is currently no vaccine to prevent infection. You should take normal precautions against mosquitoes.

 

For more information, please consult the World Health Organisation's Dengue fact sheet (under `health topics') at the following website: http://www.who.int/topics/avian_influenza/en.

 

Pharmaceuticals and prescription medicines are not generally available and all requirements for existing medical conditions should be brought with you.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see What We Can Do To Help
 

The British High Commission in Tarawa is now closed. There is no longer any consular representation in Kiribati. Consular matters are covered by the British High Commission in Suva which is the capital of Fiji. There may thus be some delay in rendering assistance to those who encounter problems.


We recommend that all resident British nationals register with the British High Commission in Suva, either by fax, e-mail or mail.

The British High Commission in Suva does not issue passports. Applications for a new passport should be submitted to the High Commission for processing. Where possible, you are advised to apply at least two months before your passport is due to expire. You will be allowed to retain your old passport while waiting for the replacement to be processed and returned.

Urgent applications will be forwarded by commercial courier to the British High Commission in Wellington, and the courier cost (currently F$119) will be added to the passport fee. Your application will be processed as quickly as possible, but you should be aware that due to the distances involved, it is likely that there will be a delay in issuing you with a full replacement British passport. Less urgent applications will be forwarded to Wellington via the Diplomatic bag, which is routed through London, free of charge.

Where necessary the High Commission will issue an Emergency Passport. Emergency Passports are valid only for a single journey back to the UK using agreed transit points as necessary, or to Commonwealth countries, provided a prior arrangement exists with the authorities of the Commonwealth country concerned.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British High Commission
Victoria House
47 Gladstone Road
PO Box 1355
Suva
Fiji


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(679) 3229100 (switchboard)




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(679) 322 9132 




	
	Email: 
	 
	consularsuva@fco.gov.uk Consular Section 
visasuva@fco.gov.uk Visa Section 
passportsuva@fco.gov.uk Passport Section 
projectssuva@fco.gov.uk Projects Section 
educationsuva@fco.gov.uk Education Section 
managementsuva@fco.gov.uk Management Section 
tradeinvestmentsuva@fco.gov.uk Trade & Investment Section 
pbcc@fco.gov.uk Pacific British Chamber of Commerce 
publicdiplomacysuva@fco.gov.uk Public Diplomacy Section 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Sun-Wed: 2015-0100 / 0200-0500
Thurs: 2015-0100

Local Time:
Mon-Thurs: 0815-1300 / 1400-1700
Fri: 0815-1300


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britishhighcommission.gov.uk/fiji 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Kiribati 
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