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	Papua New Guinea 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with an amendment to the Summary and Local Travel section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· Law and order remains poor or very poor in many parts of the country. But most visits to Papua New Guinea are trouble-free.
· Outbreaks of tribal fighting may occur without warning in the Highland Provinces and in particular in the Southern Highlands and Enga Provinces.
· In the cities of Port Moresby, Lae and Mt Hagen armed carjackings, assaults, robbery, random shootings and serious sexual assaults are common. We advise all visitors to be extra vigilant whilst travelling in these cities, particularly during the hours of darkness.
· You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
You should, be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read "Security & General Tips" and "Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas" pages of the FCO website for further information and guidance.

 

Crime
 
Violent incidents continue to occur without warning, increasingly so in Port Moresby and Lae. Armed carjackings are a common problem and can involve the use of firearms. You should take extreme caution when driving at any time during the day or night. Remote side roads and the poorer areas should be avoided at all times. You should exercise a high level of personal security and vigilance at all times, particularly after dark. The situation is generally better away from the larger cities and in the provinces. However, sporadic outbreaks of tribal fighting are a normal occurrence, especially in the Highlands Provinces. Tribal fighters and criminals are becoming increasingly well armed through the trade in drugs for guns. Although outsiders passing through are not normally targeted, you should avoid travel in areas where there is tribal fighting. The rugged terrain and poor infrastructure limit the assistance that can be given. You should not carry large amounts of cash with you or openly wear expensive items of jewellery.

 

We recommend that you do not use public buses known locally as PMVs. There have been incidents of armed hold-ups of PMVs on the Highlands Highway and of passengers being attacked and robbed of their personal belongings. There are occasional rape attacks on Port Moresby PMVs. Many PMVs are considered to be unroadworthy.

 

Local Travel
 

Highland Provinces, in particular the Southern Highlands and Enga Provinces, are subject to inter-tribal disturbances without warning and you should exercise extreme caution as law enforcement in these areas is weak. Please contact the British High Commission in Port Moresby for security updates.

 

Taxis are available in some major centres, but these can be badly maintained, and you should check about their reliability with your hotel or guesthouse. If you use a taxi, ensure that you agree a fare before getting into the taxi, irrespective of whether or not there is a meter. We recommend that family, friends or hotel courtesy buses should meet visitors arriving at international or domestic airports.

 

If you intend to walk a trail or track, including the Kokoda Trail, you must ensure that you engage a reputable tour company and pay the relevant fees prior to walking the Trail. Details can be obtained through the Papua New Guinea Tourism Promotion Authority (Tel: +675 3200211). There have been serious security attacks or robberies at both ends of the Trail in the past. Although community leaders have assured tourists of their safety and well-being when walking the Kokoda Trail, you are advised to take precautions regarding your personal safety and belongings at all times. Please contact the British High Commission for the latest advice.

 

If you plan to visit Bougainville Island you should seek the latest advice from the British High Commission before departure. The island has a history of separatist conflict, but is currently peaceful. Public services and supplies are limited.

 

Road Safety
 
When driving, you must keep your driving licence with you at all times. You may use your United Kingdom or international driving licence for a period not exceeding one month.

 

Road conditions are generally hazardous throughout Papua New Guinea, suffering from poor general maintenance, potholes, inadequate lighting, abandoned and badly maintained vehicles etc. Although the roads are sealed in major centres, dirt roads are common in outskirts and remote areas. Conditions can deteriorate further during the wet season, November to March. Footpaths and pedestrian crossings are not common and drivers should be aware of people walking along roadsides or suddenly crossing busy freeways and roads. The standard of driving is commonly erratic and all drivers should exercise extreme caution at all times, especially in the hours of darkness. Drivers who are involved in, or are witnesses to road accidents may find themselves at personal risk and should seek police assistance as soon as possible. Traffic drives on the left.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Foot and Mouth Disease: you are required to complete a Customs and quarantine declaration on arrival. All animal products from the United Kingdom and Europe have been banned and will be confiscated by officials. Severe fines may apply.

 

Consumption of locally grown marijuana is becoming a problem. You should note that marijuana and other narcotics are illegal in Papua New Guinea, and offences carry substantial prison sentences.

 

Homosexuality is unlawful. Local attitudes towards gay sex – both male and female - are not favourable. The penalty if found guilty could be imprisonment for a term not exceeding 14 years.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You should contact the Papua New Guinean representation in the UK for current advice. British nationals require visas to enter Papua New Guinea but tourists may obtain these on arrival for 100 Kina, (equivalent to less than £18), payable in local currency.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. Hospitals often run out of basic drugs/supplies and suffer from power shortages. Evacuation by air ambulance to Australia is available in more serious cases. You should ensure you make provision for this in your insurance cover. Malaria and tuberculosis are endemic, dengue fever occurs frequently and there are outbreaks of hepatitis and typhoid from time to time. HIV/AIDS is a serious and growing problem.

 
Avian Influenza
Since January 2004, there have been no reported cases of Bird Flu (also known as Avian Flu and Avian Influenza) in birds, animals or humans in Papua New Guinea. However, there have been a number of human deaths in Asia confirmed as resulting from Bird Flu and the World Health Organisation (WHO) has reported on the possibility of a human flu pandemic following this outbreak. Further information and advice on Avian and pandemic flu can be found in the Avian and Pandemic Influenza Factsheet.

 

NATURAL DISASTERS
 
Papua New Guinea is prone to seismic and volcanic activity, especially near Rabaul in East New Britain Province, Kimbe in West New Britain Province, and on Manam Island in Madang Province. During October 2004, the Manam volcano started a major eruption. This resulted in almost complete evacuation of the island which is presently uninhabitable.

 

You should not attempt to climb any of PNG’s active volcanoes. Please contact the British High Commission in Port Moresby for updates.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

 

We strongly recommended that all visitors register with and seek the latest local advice from the British High Commission in Port Moresby on arrival. You should leave travel plans with friends, relatives or reliable local contacts. An electronic copy of a consular registration form can be obtained from our website at: http://www.britishhighcommission.gov.uk/papuanewguinea.

 

NB.
The British High Commission in Port Moresby does not issue passports. Applications for a new passport should be submitted to the High Commission for processing. Where possible, you are advised to apply at least four months before your passport is due to expire. You will be allowed to retain your old passport whilst waiting for the replacement to be processed and returned.

 

Urgent applications will be forwarded by commercial courier to the British High Commission in Canberra, and the courier cost will be added to the passport fee. You should be aware that our High Commissions will process your application as quickly as possible but, due to the distances involved, it is likely that there will be a delay in issuing you with a full replacement British Passport. Less urgent applications will be forwarded to Canberra via the Diplomatic bag free of charge.

 

In genuine emergencies the High Commission will issue an Emergency Passport. Emergency Passports are valid for a single journey back to the UK using agreed transit points as necessary, or to Commonwealth countries provided a prior arrangement exists with the authorities of the Commonwealth country concerned (for example, no such arrangement exists with Australia).

 

The High Commission will be able to advise you which of these options best suits your circumstances.
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Papua New Guinea Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British High Commission, Kiroki Street, Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea
Postal address: Locked Mail Bag 212, Waigani, National Capital District, Papua New Guinea 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(675) 325 1677

683 1627 Emergency mobile number 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(675) 325 3547 




	
	Email: 
	 
	bhcpng@datec.net.pg 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT: Mon-Thurs: 1745-0220
Fri: 1745-2210
Local: Mon-Thurs: 0745-1620
Fri: 0745-1210
The High Commission will remain open over lunch 


	
	Website: 
	 
	www.britishhighcommission.gov.uk/papuanewguinea 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Papua New Guinea 
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