                                                                          Page: 11 of 11
                                                                          Peru (December 23, 2005)

                                                                          Travel Advice by County

                                                                          U.K. Foreign and Commonwealth Office

Country: Peru
Title: Travel Advice by Country

Issued: December 23, 2005

Source: U.K. Foreign and Commonwealth Office

	


	
	Peru 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary, Terrorism, Political Situation, Local Travel and Health sections. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· There has been a significant increase in the number of reported robberies, associated with rogue taxis in the past few months. Street crime is a problem, particularly in Lima, Cusco, Arequipa and Huaraz. On 15 November 2005, an organised tour group of trekkers, including eight British nationals, were robbed by an armed gang on the Inca Trail between Cusco and Machu Picchu. Three men have been arrested in connections with the attack.
· You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. The internal terrorism in Peru of the 1980s and 1990s has largely ended, but has not completely disappeared. 13 Policemen were killed in two incidents (on 5 and 20 December 2005) in remote areas of the central provinces. States of Emergency have been called in these areas and remain in force in other districts (see local travel section for further details).
· Services on the railway line between Cusco and Aguas Calientes (the nearest station to Machu Picchu) are now operating normally, following suspension on 15 December 2005. You should contact your local travel agent or Peru Rail direct before embarking on your journey.
· Street demonstrations and protests in Peru are commonplace, and sometimes turn violent. You should take care to avoid any area in which large crowds are gathering (see below for details).
· In December 2005, there were local reports of rabid bats in beach areas south of Lima.   You are advised to have a course of rabies injections before coming to Peru.
· In 2005, there have been cases of Dengue Fever in parts of the country, including around Lima (see details below).
· Peru is in an earthquake zone and tremors are frequent.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. The internal terrorism of the 1980s and 1990s in Peru has largely ended, but not completely disappeared. The last urban terrorist incident was a car bombing near the US Embassy in Lima in March 2002. Remnants of the Shining Path terrorist movement  still active in the remote coca growing areas in central Peru (Upper Huallaga Basin, Aguaytia Basin, Apurimac-Ene Basin) are widely believed to have been responsible for the attacks on the local authorities  in remote areas of the Departments of Ayacucho and Huanuco on 5 and 20 December respectively (see also political section).

Please read the Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas for further information and advice.

Crime

There has been a significant increase in cases of street crime reported to us in recent months, including muggings, bag and luggage snatches and rapes.

On 15 November 2005, a group of armed men held up and robbed a tour group of 13 trekkers and accompanying porters in their camp on the first night of a five day trek on the Inca Trail from Cusco to Machu Picchu. Eight of the trekkers were British. None of the trekkers was hurt, but some of the porters were assaulted. The local authorities in Cusco have announced that they intend to increase security on the Inca Trail, and on 18 November 2005, the police arrested three men reportedly involved in the attack.

You should beware of thieves and muggers in Lima, Cusco, Arequipa and Huaraz. Be particularly vigilant when leaving bars and nightclubs late at night. There have been at least two recent incidents in Cusco of tourists in bars having their drinks spiked. You should remain vigilant at all times and avoid walking alone. Travelling alone to areas outside Cusco at night is not recommended.

You should be particularly careful when arriving at Lima’s Jorge Chavez International Airport. Unwary passengers are often approached by thieves masquerading as tour operators, persons who seem to know them or rogue taxi drivers. One trick is for the rogue taxi to stop on the road back into town, at which point a gang smashes the window reaches in and grab handbags and luggage.  A Peruvian returning from the United States was murdered on 11 October 2005 after a similar assault.  You are advised to arrange taxis at the taxi counters inside the international arrival area (between immigration and baggage claim) or at the information kiosk next to the airport exit.

Tourists have been targeted by rogue taxi drivers elsewhere.  A trick of theirs is to pick up a tourist on the street, frequently after dark, and, at some point along the road, two or three men jump into the car. They drive to a quiet spot out of town, where the tourist is robbed of money, credit cards, valuables and clothes and left to find his or her way back to town.

You should always book a taxi from a reputable company, if possible in advance. If you cannot avoid taking a taxi from the street, be sure to take a conspicuous note of the registration number before getting into the car.

In June 2005, a gang raped and robbed two British tourists in the Cusco area. The women were on their way to the airport early in the morning in a taxi they hailed in the street. A female German tourist was also raped in the Cusco area late that month. In July 2005, another British tourist was raped on the beach in Mancora (Piura Department). Women should therefore take particular care in Cusco (and elsewhere) avoiding isolated areas.

Street crime is less prevalent in other cities but can still be a problem. You should take care when using web-cafes and similar services as thieves operate in places where people are easily distracted.

Provincial and Inter-city buses are occasionally held up and the passengers robbed.

Political Situation

Street protests, occasionally violent, are commonplace in Peru. It is difficult to predict where and when the protests will take place, though most are concentrated in Lima. 2005 also saw a spate of anti-mining protests in the mining districts, some of which turned violent. You should avoid all political protests, demonstrations and any area in which large crowds are gathering.

Four policemen were killed in an attack on a police station in Andahuaylas by a paramilitary political group on 1 January 2005. This was, however, an isolated incident, and the Peruvian authorities report that all the perpetrators are in jail. On 20 February 2005, three police officers were ambushed and killed along the highway between Tingo Maria and Pucallpa in the district of Pumahuasi in the state of Huanuco. On 23 July 2005, a local judge and a police officer were ambushed and killed in the district of Nuevo Progreso in the Department of San Martin. On 5 December, 5 policemen were killed in an ambush near Palmapampa in the Department of Ayacucho and 8 policemen died in an attack on 20 December 2005 in the Aucayacu area of the Department of Huanuco.


Local Travel

On 15 December 2005, Peru Rail suspended rail travel between Cusco and Aguas Calientes (the nearest station to Machu Picchu). The service has now been reinstated and is running normally. You should contact their travel agent or Peru Rail direct before embarking on your journey. Peru Rail can correspond in Spanish and English, e-mail address: reservas@perurail.com.

In response to the attacks on police on 5 and 20 December, the Government has declared a State of Emergency in the districts of Marañon, Huacaybamba, Leoncio Prado and Huamalíes in the Department of Huánaco, the district of Tocache in the Department of San Martín, and the district of Padre Abad in the Department of Ucayali.  A State of Emergency also remains in force in Huanta and La Mar provinces in the Department of Ayacucho; La Convencion province, Department of Cusco; (Cusco city and Machu Picchu are not affected); Tayacaja province, Department of Huancavelica; Andamarca district (Satipo province) and Santo Domingo de Acobamba district (Huancayo province), Department of Junin. The State of Emergency was declared for security reasons, and gives the armed forces responsibility for law and order.

The area of Puno Department close to the border with Bolivia has been prone to strikes and protests. You should check with your travel company, or with the British Embassy, before travelling through these areas. We also recommend that you consult the FCO Travel Advice for Bolivia

You are encouraged to use the local Tourist Protection Service, whose operators can handle calls and enquiries in English. They can be contacted on +51 1 424 2053 24 hours a day.

Road Safety

Travel by road outside major cities is not recommended after dark. Driving standards in Peru (particularly in Lima) are poor, with stop signs and traffic lights frequently ignored. Drivers overtake on either side, with little concern for pedestrians or oncoming traffic. Crashes resulting in death and injury take place almost every day.

Bus crashes are commonplace, especially at night. Since December 2005 there have been at least three major inter-city bus crashes in the last three months involving loss of life and serious injury. You are encouraged to use only reputable transport companies for travel between the major tourist centres. Cruz del Sur and Ormeno both operate with two crews but we have been made aware of several recent instances of robberies having taken place on the former.

You can drive for up to one month in Peru on a UK driving licence and up to one year on an international driving licence. In either case, you should carry your passport with you to prove how long you have been in the country.

Air Safety

On 23 August, an aeroplane operated by a Peruvian domestic airline, TANS, crashed in heavy winds near the remote jungle town of Pucallpa. Over 40 people were killed. This is the second fatal air crash within three years involving TANS.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Drug trafficking is a serious crime in Peru and drug smugglers face severe penalties, usually receiving long terms of imprisonment. Conditions in Peruvian prisons are unpleasant. Pack your luggage yourself and keep it with you at all times. Do not carry anything through customs for anybody else. You are advised not to take coca leaves/coca tea out of the country. It is illegal to import these items into the UK.

You are not allowed to take any valuable artefacts from the country without the proper authority.

Homosexuality is legal in Peru but social attitudes generally are fairly conservative. Any outward display of homosexual behaviour is likely to be frowned upon. Same-sex partnerships are not formally recognised.

You should avoid taking photographs of anything of a military nature anywhere in Peru.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Visitors upon arrival are normally given permission to stay for up to a maximum of 90 days. Extensions for a further 60 days can be obtained. Overstaying without the proper authority is a serious matter and fines are imposed. It is therefore recommended that you double check the period of time you have been granted, as you will be refused permission to leave and can be held in detention until the fine for overstay is paid. If in doubt, you are advised to check entry clearance requirements with Peruvian Representation in the UK..

You should keep in a safe place the immigration paper given to you on arrival as you will need to show this upon departure. We recommend that your passport should have a remaining validity of at least six months.

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country.  For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration, please contact the Peruvian Embassy in London.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend you take out comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. Medical treatment can be expensive and not always available in some parts of the country.

 

In mid-December 2005, there were local reports of attacks on humans by rabid bats on five beaches south of Lima: Mala, Canete, Asia, San Bartolo and Aspitia.   You are advised to have a course of anti-rabies injections before travelling to Peru.

 

In April 2005, there were reported cases of Dengue Fever in the northern outskirts of Lima, isolated parts of the jungle provinces of Loreto, San Martin and Ucayali and in the northern coastal area between Tumbes and La Libertad. In late November 2005, the Ministry of Health advised of 19 districts around Lima inhabited by the mosquito that transmits dengue. You are advised to minimise exposure to mosquito bites by covering up and using repellents.

 

Malaria is prevalent in northern parts of Peru and in Iquitos (Amazon) particularly, where there is risk of flooding during the Peruvian summer months of November to April.

 

Movement at altitudes over 9,000 feet (3,000 metres) can be debilitating, particularly upon arrival. Visitors to Cusco and other high altitude areas are therefore advised to take things easy for the first day or two after arrival.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk.

 

NATURAL DISASTERS
 
Peru is in an earthquake zone and tremors are frequent.

 

On 25 September 2005, an earthquake measuring 7.5 on the Richter scale struck the San Martin Department of Peru. It caused five deaths and 61 injuries. A similar earthquake occurred on 13 June 2005 on the Peru/Chile border equivalent to 7.9 on the Richter scale. No casualties were reported in Peru. Both earthquakes caused power cuts and disrupted telephone services in their areas.

 

The rainy season in Peru runs from November to April. Landslides can occur, sometimes causing fatalities and making local travel difficult, particularly in mountainous areas. You are advised to keep up to date with current weather conditions via your local guide, travel agent or tourist information point.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help

You should carry identification with you at all times. It is permissible to carry photocopies of the relevant pages of passports to avoid losing the original, which should be kept in a safe place. Longer-term visitors are encouraged to register with the British Embassy in Lima.

There is a departure tax of US$ 28.24 (per person) for international flights from Peru. There is also an airport tax for internal flights. This varies according to the airport but internal departures from Lima cost US$5.04 per person. The equivalent sum in Peruvian soles is accepted.

ATM machines can be found in the main cities. Not all shops, restaurants, bars and hotels accept credit cards and it is worth checking whether they do before purchasing or ordering anything. Western Union is represented in Peru, with bureaux in all main cities. This is a quick, reliable way of receiving money from abroad. You should be alert to the possibility of being passed counterfeit US dollars or local currency. In April 2005 counterfeit US$100 notes penetrated the local banking system.

In addition to the Embassy in Lima, there are Honorary British Consuls in Cusco, Arequipa and Trujillo (See below for contact details). The British Honorary Consulate at Iquitos closed on 31 March 2005.

British Honorary Consuls in Peru

Arequipa
Honorary Consul: Mr Reynaldo Roberts MBE
Tacna y Arica 156, Arequipa
Tel: (+51) (54) 24 60 6600
Fax: (+ 51) (54) 23 6125
Email: gerencia@gruporoberts.com

Cusco
Honorary Consul: Mr Barry Walker
Manu Expeditions, Urbanización Magisterial

G-5 Segunda Etapa, Cusco
Tel: (+ 51) (84) 23 9974 - 22 6671
Fax: (+ 51) (84) 23 6706
Email: bwalker@terra.com.pe
Adventure@ManuExpeditions.com

Trujillo
Honorary Consul: Mr Winston Barber
Jr Alfonso Ugarte 310, Trujillo
Tel/Fax: (+ 51) (44) 24 5935
Email: winstonbarber@terra.com.pe
OTHER
Peru Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
Torre Parque Mar (Piso 22)
Avenida Jose Larco, 1301
Miraflores
Lima 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(51) (1) 617 3000 Main 

(51) (1) 617 3030 Commercial 

(51) (1) 617 3050 Consular/Visa 

(51) (1) 617 3060 British Council 

(51) (1) 617 3070 DFID 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(51) (1) 617 3100 Main 

(51) (1) 617 3001 Chancery 

(51) (1) 617 3020 Management 

(51) (1) 617 3040 Commercial 

(51) (1) 617 3055 Consular/Visa 

(51) (1) 617 3065 British Council 




	
	Email: 
	 
	consvisa.lima@fco.gov.uk (Consular/Visa) 
belima@fco.gov.uk (General) 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon - Thurs: 1300-1800 & 1900-2200
Fri: 1300-1800

Local Time:
Mon - Thurs: 0800-1300 & 1400-1700
Fri: 0800-1300


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britemb.org.pe 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Peru 
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