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	Zambia 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with an amendment to the Crime section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· We advise against all but essential travel to areas of Zambia bordering the Democratic Republic of Congo, where there have been reports of cross-border raids. There are also landmines in this area, and on the borders with Angola and Mozambique.
· Armed robbery and car hijacking are on the increase.
· The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· Most visits to Zambia are trouble free.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including in places frequented by foreigners. Please read "Security and General Tips" and "Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas" pages on the FCO website for further information and advice.

 

Crime
 
Violent and armed robberies and vehicle hijackings are increasing, occasionally leading to shootouts with the police. Lusaka, the Copperbelt towns and tourist centres are the favourite targets of criminals but attacks can happen almost anywhere. Mugging, bag snatching and theft from parked cars are common in downtown areas, particularly near bus and railway stations and in some shopping areas. Thieves are attracted by open car windows, unlocked doors and valuables if, for example, jewellery, cameras, wallets, handbags, laptops etc. are visible.

 

When in Lusaka you should use reputable banks and Bureaux de Change to exchange money or to use ATMs, especially as counterfeit US$100 and Zambian Kwacha 50,000 notes have been distributed. You should avoid the Cairo Road area, including Chachacha, Freedom Way and Lumumba Roads, which can be dangerous because of  robberies, one of which recently led to a fatality.

 

Vehicle hijackings can happen anywhere at any time. There have been reports of carjackings made by Congolese gangs on the Mufulira to Ndola road that runs parallel with the Congo border. These continue despite the presence of up to eight roadblocks manned by Zambian paramilitary forces. Drivers must stay alert and should not, for example, stop to give lifts to people flagging them down at the roadside. Drivers should also be wary where objects appear to have been placed to block the road, or when approaching locked driveway gates at night.

 

Keep originals of important documents in a safe place and carry copies of passports or immigration permits when travelling within Zambia. Walking after dark, particularly in tourist or downtown areas, can be particularly dangerous.


Political Situation

Avoid large crowds, demonstrations and obvious political gatherings. Trouble on the streets can be spontaneous.

 
Local Travel
 
We advise against all but essential travel to areas of Zambia bordering the Democratic Republic of Congo. There are continuing reports of armed cross-border raids from the Democratic Republic of Congo. These are often cattle or food raids, targeting border villages. But some have been attributed to the Congolese Mai Mai faction. Travel in the bush for hunting or prospecting along this border is not advised. The use of legitimate border crossings is safe though Congolese officials may request payments.

 

The border area between Zambia and Angola also remains sensitive. In the last six to nine months there have been no reports of cross border stock theft, which resulted in fighting.

 

There have been no problems of late along the Zambia/Mozambique border. The use of legitimate border crossings is safe.

 

Landmines are a danger in Zambia’s border areas, particularly those neighbouring Angola, the Democratic Republic of Congo and Mozambique. British residents who consider their presence essential in these border areas should remain vigilant.

 

Visas are required for the following neighbouring countries: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Mozambique, Tanzania and Zimbabwe.

 

Wild animals are unpredictable and do kill. Whether travelling on land or water, humans are at risk of potentially fatal animal attacks. It is important to observe local regulations at all times and always to follow your tour or safari guide’s instructions.

 

Adventure sports, such as those on offer in the Victoria Falls area, carry inherent risks. Serious accidents and deaths occasionally occur. The medical care available in such emergencies varies greatly in quality. Participants should follow operators’ safety instructions closely.

 

Road Safety
 
Road travel at night in rural areas can be hazardous. Abandoned vehicles, pedestrians and stray animals are a danger to road users. Many roads are severely pot-holed or otherwise unsafe, especially during the rainy season (November-April) when bridges and roads risk being washed away by sudden floods. There are frequent fatal crashes. There are also dangers in urban areas, including Lusaka. Some vehicles are poorly lit, and many are inadequately maintained and badly driven.

 

Travel by long-distance public transport at any time can be hazardous owing to poor standards of driving, lack of rest periods for drivers on long journeys, dilapidated vehicles and the poor condition of some roads. Some short distance journeys by public transport can also be dangerous for similar reasons. Minibuses used in urban areas are usually severely overcrowded, poorly maintained and badly driven.

 

The Zambian Road Traffic Commission allows holders of UK driving licences to drive in Zambia for up to 90 days. Anyone intending to stay longer than 90 days will need to obtain an International Driving Permit or a Zambian driving licence.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
The possession or use of narcotics, including soft drugs such as marijuana, is strictly prohibited. Customs may ask to see prescriptions for any medication brought into the country. Foreigners convicted of drug offences face stiff penalties including long jail-terms and/or deportation. Prisons in Zambia are basic and overcrowded with little sanitation and inadequate food and medical services.

The possession of pornographic material is illegal in Zambia and offenders may be jailed and/or deported.

Homosexuality is illegal in Zambia and those caught engaging in homosexual acts can be sentenced to several years’ imprisonment.

It is an offence to use a cellphone whilst driving. The Zambian Government is also planning to introduce fines for anyone found smoking, eating or drinking whilst driving.

The Zambian authorities do not always inform the British High Commission when British Nationals have been arrested. If you are detained, you can insist on your right to contact a British consular officer.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British passport holders require a visa to enter Zambia. It is best to obtain visas prior to travel in order to avoid any potential problems with the airlines. Visas can be obtained from the Zambian High Commission in London – see address below. However, single entry visit visas are available at all ports of entry at a cost of £35. You must pay in Sterling. It is important to carry the exact amount with you, as change may not be available. For further information on Zambian visa requirements please contact: Zambian representation in the UK. On leaving Zambia, non-residents pay a departure tax of US$20, payable in Dollars. Residents can pay either US$20 or the Kwacha equivalent.

There is a special provision for day visitors coming across the border from Zimbabwe into Livingstone. They pay only a fee of US$10 for a "Day Tripper Visa" but they must exit Zambia on the same day before the border closes.

Zambia does not recognise dual nationality. So it is important to be able to produce a passport bearing the exit stamp from the country from which you have travelled.

Any non-Zambian national overstaying their visa, not renewing their residence permit or working without a permit risks arrest, imprisonment and deportation. Agents claiming to be able to obtain residence and work permits from the Immigration Department for foreign nationals may be bogus and the documents they provide may be forged.

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration, please contact the Zambian representation in the UK.

HEALTH
Malaria, including cerebral malaria, is endemic in Zambia and poses a serious risk, particularly to visitors from non-endemic countries. Rabies is common in animals and there is a high prevalence of tuberculosis.

HIV/AIDS affects a high proportion of the population and you should be particularly alert to the dangers of unprotected sex.

Outbreaks of cholera and dysentery are endemic in this part of Africa and are especially prevalent during the rainy season.  Drinking water should be filtered and boiled or bought in brand bottles with unbroken seals. Food purchased from local street vendors may not meet adequate hygiene standards.

Medical facilities and communications are poor, especially in rural areas. Even basic drugs and clean needles may not be available. In the event of a serious accident or illness, emergency services are limited. You should know your blood group. You should carry a good first-aid kit.

You should check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk or contact your own GP for up to date advice on vaccinations and prophylaxis.

We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance
GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help

Long-term visitors and residents should register on arrival with the British High Commission in Lusaka.

ATMs are available within Lusaka and some of the major towns in Zambia. The major credit cards are increasingly accepted by the larger shops, hotels, restaurants and tour operators though paper rather than electronic transactions are the norm. You should ensure that credit cards are swiped no more than necessary and that all carbons are destroyed.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British High Commission
5210 Independence Avenue
PO Box 50050
15101 Ridgeway
Lusaka 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(260) (1) 251133




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(260) (1) 253798 Management/Press and Public Affairs/Development 

(260) (1) 251923 Consular 

(260) (1) 252842 Visa 

(260) (1) 252848 Chancery 




	
	Email: 
	 
	BHC-Lusaka@fco.gov.uk 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT: Mon-Thur: 0600-1100/1200-1430
Fri: 0600-1100
Local: Mon-Thurs: 0800-1300/1400-1630
Fri: 0800-1300 


	
	Website: 
	 
	www.britishhighcommission.gov.uk/zambia 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Zambia 


Complements of

Political Asylum Research

And Documentation Service (PARDS) LLC

145 Witherspoon Street

Princeton, New Jersey 08542

www.pards.org
Phone: 1 (609) 497 – 7663

politicalasylum@gmail.com
Internal File: Zambia(TravelAdvicebyCountry)U.K.Foreign&CommonwealthOffice(November30,2005)

                                                                                        Complements of www.pards.org
                                                                                        Princeton, New Jersey 08542

